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Methodological framework

Focus areas and geography of the research

This study aims to improve the understanding of violence and its many manifestations, particularly among
adolescents. In Italy, the level of social awareness regarding the phenomenon of violence is often limited to
sensational cases in the newsghile off in the shadowseverydaywomenand girls arevictims of violence

both with visible and not so visible signs

As part of the comparative work between the different countries involved in the project (Spain, Finland
Bulgaria, Cyprus and ltaly), this repodversthe results of he research activitgarried out inltaly, which

was carried outn the Piedmont region between the months of April and June 2013.

The target study group of the projeaicludedgirls between the ages of 14 and 18, housed in residential
communitieswho have beemwitness to at least one episod# violence in their lifetime. fe communities

are primarily assistingthe girls through empowerment activitiesso that they willlearn hrow to protect
themselves, and to recognize and prevent violence as aditissegirls andthe educators who work with
them, havetried to get to the bottom ofthe processes and dynamics that led to the violent actions of
which they were victims. To dao, 15 individual interviews and twéocus groups withthe girls andone
focus group witlthe educators were carried out.

Official organizations involved in the research included the office for Minors Senfitke City of Turin
and, at a late date, theMonviso SolidarityConsortium for Social Services, which bapertisealsoin the
neighbouringprovince of Cuneo.

The public residential facilities are normaftyanagedby specialized cooperatives) the case of Turin,
however, onecommunity isstill managed directly by the ti. Although thesocialservices thatake careof

the girls @ae concentrated in the territorieof Turin, Saluzzo and Fossatioe residential facilities for
minorsare locatedin various areas of Piedmont, thus involvimigoother provinces. In fact, the receiving
communitiestry to provide maximum protectionfor the minor by distancinghe gils from the context in
whichthe violencethey underwent occurred

Overall, the projectinvolved 10 residential communities in Piedmprhrough whichwe met and
interviewed a total of 25 girls and 30 educatofsWe also interviewedhe Neighbourhood Watch Unit of
the Municipal Police of Turinhe Prosecutas of the Juvenile Court of Saluzzodathe Juvenile Court of
Turin, the Office ofForeign Minor Services of the City of Tuthe Monviso Solidarity Consortium for the
Social 8rvicesof Saluzzo anddssano, andinallythe SV.S St. Anne AntViolence Centre

To all of themwe offer our sincere gratitude.

Strategic cooperation with the social services and management of the interviews

When we took the first stept accomplish ougoalof interviewing 15 girlbetweenthe ages ofl4 and 18
living in protected communitiesas victims of violence, we knew it would not be eagy.praective
atmosphere has been built up around these young people, which tendsject any external interference
that may further disturbthe progressof these girls, who havealready beerthrough such physically and
psychologically traumatic experiences

1 We do not mention the individual names of the communities in order to protect the minors we interviewed. We also dthaeot give
name of any single person, nor reveal the real identities of the girls, who have been given fake names for the purgoses of th
research.
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We, therefore, asked the Office of Minor Services of the City of Turin to find us the most appropriate
methods. In ourfirst operational meeting, which involved nireducatorsand the head of the office
several questions, concerasid possible solutionsmerged
The critical issues wenelated, on the one handto the authorizations needed in orddp interview the
girls, andon the other, to the fear that our intervention could interfere ithe psycheeducationalprogress
alreadyachieved by each girWih respect to the issue of authorizations, in fabgth the formal and
informal implications had to be taken into account.
The formalaspects relate mostlyo the fact that,as legalminors we needed to determine who could
consent toan interview. For some of themparental rightshad been delegated t@ guardian,and for
others, to theparents themselves. In the latter casgme parentsmight have beenagainst the idedhat
the girlswould have told us informatiomhat couldimplicate them orthat could have a learingon the
criminal or civil proeedingsin progress.
The informal, yet no less delicate, aspeat®ncernedthe best way in which to involve the many
professonals who work with the girls:hie child neuropsychologistthe social workrs, the community
educators and, ultimatelythe girlsthemselves
And, finally,for all the interviewsconducted, we must givelue credit to the operators with wlom we
worked: the educators of th®ffice of MinorServica of the City of Turirand theoperators of the Monviso
Solidarity ©nsortiumbuilt up the entirenetwork of acords and permissions. Theivolvementplayed a
crucialrole, demonstrated by the fact that foeach interview conducted, thereere at leastjust as many
cases of denied arefused consent
The first essential element was ®stablish methods of communication that did not generate denial
towards the project.To achieve this, we trietb involve a varietyof professional figureso whom the
project wasexplained wih particula attention to theaspects obperationalsetbacls.
We also drewspecificattention to the languagefor example, usinghe term "interview" suggested the
creation of a structured questionnairéo which one associateshe concepts ofdepersonalization rad
undifferentiated data. So we started talking aboedrrying out"discussions each of which would be
focused ora different areeof interest:
1. The life of the girls, their family members, their interests and opinions.
2. Their current situation in theesidential community.
3. The conceptual representations of violence that the girls hold and their actual experiences with
violence.
4. A deeper understanding of the different aspects of violence, going beyond the physicality of violent
acts, and more importangl unearthing hidden instances of violence.
5. The point of view of the girls specifically regarding possible sexual violence, and any other physical
acts of violence.
6. Any acts of selharm.
7. Any violence towards third parties.
8. The changes produced by violenc
The second step wasot build motivation that would encourage theinvolvement of the girls. Itwas
immediatelyvery clear that thediscussionsvould notbe possiblevithout the consent of the girls. @also
wanted the girls to view lteir participationin the project as protagonists and not as subjectbunder
investigation”. In fact, thiglistinction was very successful. We explained to the dinlst sharingtheir
experienceandtheir life stories would helpother girls who find themselves in similatuations and, more
generally,create a greater awareness in their peers amdsociety.To highlight this goaleachdiscussion
was concluded with an offer to send a personal message to other girls. We prepaoenful "call outs’
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(the classic comic bookoice bubbles) in which each giwas able tosendoff her message ohope,
encouragement or concemn.
Almost allof the girls started thediscussions off feelinfgar. Fear of being forced to sayirigs they did not
want to talk alout, fear of not being able to express themselves properly, to say the wrong things. Even
their postures at the beginning of thdiscussionsvere defensive (hey tried to create distance, thefrands,
arms and legs seemed difficult to placé\s the discisons continued, however, they began to show
greater confidence and confidentiality.
In the discussionswe let the girls speak following the natural flat their thoughts. We chose not to
intervene with constant interruptions, but toustomize each dis@sion leading each girl along in a more
organic process. The girls enjoyed this aspect because it responded in large part to their desire to talk and
to not be investigated. In fact, several of the girls expressed how happy they wereuhaliscussions
were nothing like their interviews with the court.
The relationship we madewith the girlswere alwaysconducted adhering to the principle ofiaximum
transparency in line withthe same principle thatthe educatorspromote within the communities.We
explained the project anthe contents of theintended discussions to the girlgssuring them anonymity
and privacyregarding what each would sap meeting preceded eadtiscussiorin whichthe community
educators introducd us t o e ac hdevglopméntalsprogramAgain thengolls were informed
and, upon specific request, we explained anything they asked alidhe quote of oneggirl is particularly
significant; shesaid,"It seems right that if you talk about me, | know about it. It wouldhleotme to find out
that things were said about me or that decisions were made without involving me."
[Nicole, age 16]
Theinterviews weresometimesfacilitated by the use ofa recording devicebut in severakases the girls
felt embarrased about being reorded and asked us not to uselit addition tothe fact that a transcript is
very important inresearch work, we are convinced that thee of the literal expressionof the girls is a
great way to improvehe level of communication. It is obvious that the concepts expressed could have
been edited into more complex, more appropriate, more correct verbiage, but doing so would have risked
filtering out each girl’'s peaescermeal i ty, and al so t
For example, one of the most difficult questioaskedwas "Whatdoesviolencemean to you?L et ' s be
honest, each and every one of us would have had a difficult time giving an immediate amstherwlords
of the girls we canhearthe formation oftheir thoughts, the insecurity,the difficulty they face inspeaking
about thistopic, ther desirefor confirmation.
al YYZ L Rzygﬂ 1y2éz A2t Sy 0SS OFy KIFLIWISY Ay a2 Ylye 6l
LG Oy ogxmALngyQuM1ygévgg§,ﬂz are Aldo
> KSy az2y$S2y$S RZS&YQUIS XNNHA IBRGIQ (@ 2| df 2 6 ©
Il AGGAY3 SFOK 20KSNJ R2SayQi TAE FyeuKAy3Io
l'YR GKSYyX wiAIKGIKE
[Anna, age 15]

In this report, we often use direct quotations from adiscussiondecause sometimes they are fupiand
effective expressions, butlso because wevantedto bring out the voices of the many people involvied
this project who all brought their own contributions.

Planning and management of the focus groups with the girls

Two focus groupsn which a total of 14jirls participategdwere planned and successfully dad out.

2 All the messages are listed in the appendix of this research.
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The planning of these meetings was more streamlined in regards to the number of official authorizations
required, but were nonetheless complex due to the difficulties we had in finding a time at which all
participants were free to meet for at least two hours. We entered into the life of the community and into
the lives of these girls, recognizing that they each have numerous, consecutive commitments that are often
difficult to postpone.The girlsall go to schoal and many of themalso attendadditional professional
courses, followed bynternships and evening classes to compldteir high school degrees. Thaye also
engagedin dance classes the church choir, parish activities appointments with the psycholosf,
interviews with their social workes ... and at the end of the school yeavith final exams. The planning of

the project was, thereforeyery complex andhe program underwent several last minutbanges In fact,

as many as fougirlswho would havdikedto participatedecided at the last moment thahey could not.

We brought togethemgirls from different communities and this was an interesting experience because
some of the foreign girls had the opportunity to meet other fellomuntrywomen in their same situation

and to speak a bit in their mother tongues. All the girls were able to discuss how their differentiesunit

origin function.The focus groups were designed gridnned not only aproductive moments butalso as
moments in which to create friendshipsspaces in whiclihere was room to get to knoveach other,
partially alsan order to overcome the embarsament of having to speak in front of strangers.

We made two principle methodological choices:

- The first was regarding the input into the discussions, or how to break thende=ncourage the girls to

talk to each other about gender roles in society andrelationships.To facilitate this, we started the
discussiorwith a terrminute screening of the famous animated film Shrek Ill, which is very popular among
teenagers. The story involves all the major protagonistealf-knownfairy tales (Captain HoglRinoccluo,
Cinderella, Snow White, etc.). Eamhthesecharacters portrays an exaggeratadanceof his or herrole,
particularly regardinggender stereotypes but the collective action of the group and thanion of forces
create a winning strategyand they areable to exploit the potential of eacbharacterand to transform

their faults into virtues. In summary, we found it to bepositiveand provocativemessagewith whichto

start.

- The second choice had to do with, yet again, the idea to leavesorn mpr i nt of the gi r |
We proposed that they write a small message and seal it in a bottle. Ideally, the message left in the bottle
represented their hopes that someone out there might understand, might come to know something that
shecannot or is not able to tell otherwise. It was a very engaging game for the girls. They asked several
times if they could leave the cards blank, but in the end, thinking about it and talking it over with each
other, everyone put a message in a bottle.

The cards prompted:

-Your i deal man should be.. (l'ist three adjectives)
- f [ say woman, what comes to mind is..

- f [ say man, what comes to mind is..

- f [ say violence, what comes to mind is..

Planning and man agement of the focus group with the social workers

Ten female educators and one male educator padited in the focus group.

The discussion was developed around several key topics:

- The ideas they hold of their roles as teachers and educators, and their perception of adequacy or
otherwise in tharole;

- The problems that must be managed in relation to violence;

- Listening to the girls and the related possible stress in bringing out their hidden stories of violence;

- The necessary network of relationships required for the education ircoinemunities of female victims of
violence.

7
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Various engagement technigques were also used with the educators in order to facilitate the surfacing of
experiences: the use of metaphors to succinctly describé theperience with the girlsral their beliefs on

the type of contribution they arable to give.

Participation in the discussion, and commitment to the projacgieneral was very high. The feedback we
receivedwaspositive, especially with regasdo the comparisorcarried outbetween practitioners wiking

in facilities with different target user- children up to 13 yearef ageor betweenthe ages ofl4 and 18

andin differentgeographical areasin big cityor the smaller townsof the province.

ltalian n ational context

Overview regarding violence against women: social aspects

That violence is a universal fgowvhich affectseveryone and can affect anyoremen and women, adults
and children, etc—and that it isan evil to becured, are two solid unfortunate truthsin modern societies.
That behind these acts of violence, we still mostly see female victims and male aggriessoasher fact,
an observation.

But the conviction, that at the basis of this relationship between victim and aggressor, there are profound
gerderinequalities, which are often based on beliefs that proposgainand distinctstandards of conduct
for womenand men, it nota factthat is socequallyand widely accepted

Each individual for his or he own selfperception,and adheres to valugsoles and tahe conceps of
male and femalen relation to the social and cultural environmesin which he or shegrowsup. This
means thatgender role stereotypes argot static but, rather, havea strong geographical and historical
variability.

The prevailingmodel of relationships between the gendeuntil the 1980s,and particularly in Italywas
usually that the man held the position &se economic and legal head of the famignd the woman
devoted herself to the care of her home amthildren® The gradual furthering ofemale education,
w 0 me prbgsessiveparticipation in theworkforce and infertility decisions, and the strengthening of
social protectionprograms,within the more generatontext of progressing beyond the Fogroduction
model and that ofthe welfare associated with it ('male breadwinner’), are the bdsisthe changes that
have affected the representation of gender roles within the traditional socestyl that have resulted in
more autonomous life choices by womddnfortunaely, this process of emancipation in Italp addition
to having been rather slow and strongly hindered by the more traditional culturgas often not
accompanied by an equitable division of "typically femalaties so whilethere was a major increadse
the participation of womenin the workforce, they still continuedb be delegatedthe majority of the
housework and chilcare®

In addtion, the working environment hamot proved to beany less influence by gender stereotypes.
Womenmainlycompete br less prestigious and less well ppmsitionsgeared toward those activities that
continue to be regarded as moekinto the feminine nature (i.e. personal services). This not only helps to
revive the traditional representations of gender roles in stgibutalsoobjectively makes women exposed
to new risks, even if only by subjecting them once agaithéoeconomic dependence that generates an
indisputable limitation of autonomy.

3 WHO, 2005.

4 EURESANSA, 2005.

® Barbagli, Saraceno, 1997.

8 Saraceno, Naldini, 2011.

"Pilutti et al, 1996; @iraceno, 2003; Bertolini et A006; Zanatta, 2008.
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Of course, the changabat have occurred danake the destinies of men and womégss deterministic.
The stages that once haddafinedschedule (i.estudy, work, buy a house, get married, have childtés,
woman gays at home, etQ, and that followed each other in arst@ablished ordertoday are less stringent.

A couple carchoose to send their clidten to a daycare centre, entrusthem to a nanny or take turns off
work to manage childcare themselves.

One can choose, if the services she requiresaaedlablelocally, if she has theeconomicresources and the
consent of hempartner. Bit at the same time, the economic difficulties, the insecurity and the fragmentary
nature of work todaytogether withthe recent financial crisiqiaveall further tightened the conditions of
employment, and havéorced people taaccept improvisedr unpleasant life solutions in order to deal with
the unexpected, to survive. The circumstances arexacerbated bytalian sociabnd welfaremodek that
continueto attach to the family, and thefore tothe woman, themajority of athomeresponsibilities.

Given these observationi,can be saidhat the progress of social vadsand relational structures towards
adirection of greater gender balanégnot automatic, even afteachieving significarthanges in the socio
economic context of referenceddditionally, "one of the consequences of the spread of individualism is
that socially accepted conventions andrms are no longer the universally acceptedy to define the
forms and purposes of romantrelationships, but ratheit is the unique choices and desires of individuals
who decide toform a couple'® This phenomenonbrings with it a heightened sense of disorientation and
difficulty in identifying with a male or female role.

But what is the conection between violence and genddihas been demonstratethat the confusion and
frustration thatcome f r om t he | o s golednfsocietpandorncehbiliytb exeraisat, ae
detonators of violence.Violence, thereforejs exercised not onhas the"venting" of a manifestation of
excess thahas beercaused bya personalimbalance, butilsoas a strategy to restore a context of encoded
relationships in which eagherson has his or hewn place and dutiesThe power of the tsongestensures
with the threat or actual manifestation of violencéhat others behave accordinto their own values,
desires andnterests® For these reasons, thiamily, the nucleus of sharing andtabitation, paradoxically,
can become a place whethe different representations of the roles can generate violent behayiadrich
inside the confines of thefamily areoften less visible and more difficult toontrast. In this manner,
violence becomes a means to control and repress ewttgmpt at emarcipation, especiallythat of
females. Yolence becomes an exercisethe repression of anyone who is on tmead to empowerment
and therefore,is also often directed towardshildren and taanyone or anythinglepartingfrom tradition.

"One father beat H children on the soles of their feet, where the skin is thinner, it hurts the most, and the signs are

not seen.

He was an Egyptian construction worker loved by everyone, often referred to as a very good person.

The family explained to us that his beatiofythe children had to do with their migration plan to return home. In

fact, with the children takingn an increasingly Westetifestyle the father was losingis authority and this would

not facilitate the return to Egypt[NeighbourhoodVatch Unit ofthe Municipal Police of Toriho

Physical and psychological abuse, sexual abuse, emotionditioning threats and coerciver controlling
behaviours aretools of power Many of thesetools have serious consequences, includdeath (there
were 124 female victims in Italy in 2012). The aggresscim relationship is deeply rooted igender
associationjn men against women. But the phenomenon of violeadgaystakeson manynew forms and
subtextsthat aredifficult to detect and tacounter.
One father read the diary of his daughter Cifizénd found out that she had a crush on a classmate, as well as on
Brad Pitt and Scamarcio, typical among teenagers. He and his partner decided, therefore, that Cinzia should get fat

8 Giddens, 195.
° Elster, 2007.
19All the names of the girls interviewed are fictional, to ensure their anonymity.
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so that then the boys wadi LJ &8 KSNJ Fye | GiSyaAzye 9@SNE S@SyAiy3a:s
other fatty foods Once a weekhey weighed her to check if she was gaining weight or not.

Now, in a residential community, Cinzia gained a few kilos and the educdtd®Rkto K SNY &/ Ay T Al X 48§
2dzNB St @Sa | o0AGX &2dxQ@S 3ALAYSR || FSg (At2a¢ LYyR [ AY
adzZllLll2aSR G2 SIG oNBIFIRX LRGFIG28a YR Frdde ¥F22Ra G2 3t
[Cinzia, age 16]

The evolution of the legal fram ework

Fortunately, social and culturpglerseverance, together withmportant regulatory changesave fostered
over time a change in the social awareness on the issudtaly. The level of acceptance of violent
behaviourin society the network ofindividuals who are able to accommodate and protect the victensl
the ability to punish abusers, have all changed
From the legislative point of viewegardingin particular intrafamily violence, a turning point canaong
with Law No. 151 of976 whichreformed family law. In Italy, a little less than 40 years ago, thiegiple of
equality betweenspouses was formally introduced: botlartnersin marriage are called to exgise equal
rights and duties. This meant the endtb& man asthe single hed of the familywho, for examplehadthe
full right to use "reasonable means for correctional and disciplinary actiagainstall those who livd in
the household.
This "educational” role, although asymmetrical in terms of gendeemed, howeverto respond to tke
Constitutional dictatehat entrusts parentswith the power and dutyto educate their children, even with
moderate means of coerciom this regard|talian lawmakershad been considering for bpong timehow to
confront theproblem ofinterveningto punish the excesseb order to protectminors in particular, dicle
571 of the Iltalian Criminal Code entered into force in 1930 (Rocco GCouk)intendedto punish
correctional excessedoth in terms ofthe intensity of force andf its repetitiveness,and alsoregarding
the type of mans used (i.e. using seat beltfor beatingwas punishable under this law). In order to
discriminate betweerawful and unlawful conducthis article also considerethe multiplicity of effects
that correctiond actions mayause, egn evaluatingsuicide as a result of the abuse.
So, whilen 1976Italianfamily lawwent a step further inpromotinggender equity within the familylifalian
criminal law, despite havingut protections inplace foreach member ofhie family, for a long timeplaced
more attention on punishinghe abuser,than safeguarding the victim. Therefora, critical aspecthat
often emerged in cases during the testimony of the injured party weejaest forsome protectiveaction
to be takenagainstthe violence whichin cases of family violence is a very problemptimcedure In many
cases, in fact, the victim was requested to report the abuser without subsequent intervention from the
officials, unless there was further news of violent anf. Furthermore, a woman who had suffered
violence and who had reported her husband, was obligated to return home and live with him, without any
form of protection.
Onlyas of 2001, Law Nd 54 "Measures againsitra-familiar violence" introduced a prasibn that allowed
for the removal of the victim of violence from the home, in order to ensure his or her sdfieity solution,
however, is disputed, becausehile the victimis distancedrom home, the violent and subsequently guilty
person continuesto live in his homeundisturbed Thisissue was broughup often in researchthat
catalogued theexperience of childrein such situations

"The paradoical natureof the communitysafe haveris that itis the victim who isent away fromher home,

not the abuserand oftenwe are talking about this as a losigrm solution.

2 KSy L YSSG sAlGK (GKS 3IANI & (KS& Lal YS wgKe

& R L KI¢
L OFlyQil R2 FyeliKAYy3 odzi NBGSIt Y& LRoSNISaay a
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There is, actually, some attempt to er¢he judges to expel the father (when he is the abuser), but if the father
NBFfFdzaSas AdGQa + RSIFIR fSGAGSNY LG A& | alFR FyR KdzYAf Al

Yet, despite the paradoxt continues to be very important for societand for the victims to have
protected places, places thatan take invomen, mothers with their childrerand underage girls and
boys away fromall those situations in whicdanger is imminent and serious. Thistem ofemergency
responseprotection isnot homogeneousacross the Italian territory; ithanges from region to region.
There are regionsn which for example no law has yetestablisted shelters for women victims of
violence. In Piedmont, the sgablishment of "antviolence entres and sheltes” is a reent
breakthrough (Regional Law Ni6/2009).

A significant altural change took place itlaly with the® Ra pw lod 1 9 9 Gebfudydbs, 1966). o f
Sexual violence ceaséal be considered an offense against public morals wadredefinedas an offense
against the person. Thiaw enshrinedv 0 me full selfdetermination in relation taheir sexuality.
Themannerin which the1996 law provides for thprosecutionof sexualoffensesis an important sign of

the fact that crimes o¥Fiolence against womerand even more so against childreare not"individual
problens," but rather they are problems that affect the whole society which they areoccur. These
crimes, in cases where children are involved in casesof very severeviolence via the use of force,
repetition, or the means used)become officially prosecutahleeven without a lawsuitAs a result, the
official possibilities of interventiomave been expanded, although in practice, fgblic authorities still
face theproblem of identifying possible interventions against the abusers and rapists before the victim
suffers serious injury.

Law No. 66 also outlines the differetyppes of "sexual acts with minors" to discern casesvhich minors

are consenting fronthose inwhich they are forced.

Two years later, in 1998, two lawsere enacted that arevery importantin combatingthe sexual
exploitation andcommodification of the bodyparticularly in the case ahinors

The firstisc o mmo n | y ¢ a {Pdedophilialdn'e(No*269/998), which introducedn article about
child prostitution and a second article on child pornography.

This law was revised in 2006, with the introduction oilléo. 38 entitled "Measures to combat the sexual
exploitation of children and childornography dsoviathe Internet.”Law No. 38 waprimarily designed to
adapt theltalian national framework tathat of the EuropeanU n i o n écsgnized new forms of violence
that occur, for exampleyviathe web,andincreasesthé a w e n f o nangesahactionbotls during the
investigationand alsoin precautionary measuredt alsotoughened thepunishmens for those who
commit sexual offenses againsinors.

The secondaw is the Immigration Act, which introducethough its article 1&ocial protection fowomen
who have been trafficked anfibrced into prostitution These womerare granted asixmonth residence
permit in Italythat can be renewed for anothegear.lt is aninnovative measuréecause ikeeps the social
recovery processeparatefrom that of the judicial process, and thus, the victims, for the first time, are
given the opportunity to complete a social apdychological recoveryrpgram, regardless of the criminal
report made by thevictim. The positive effects of thiswahave beenevident particularly in itsfirst two
yearsas law enforcement witnessed amcrease in both the emergences cases from the underground,
andof the denouncementsagainst criminal networks of traffickers and exploiters.

Lastly, Law No. 228 @003, "Measures againstdfficking in persons,brought about further changes to
the Criminal Code (ticles 600, 601 and 602) in order to establish certaiecure, and serioysenalties,
against the phenomenaf "new slavery" includinthreats, deceitandthe abuse of authority.
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Law No. 38 of 2009 presents anothmrilestone inthe fight againstviolence: it recognizesepeated
persecutory acts of harassmemind threatsthat causesevere stats of anxiety and fear in victimsp much
so that they fearfor their safety,or in other words,stalking as a crimeThe lawlays outsubstantial
penalties for stalkers andllaws forinvestigative measurethat are usually onlygrantedin cases of the
most serious offenses (i.eiretapping).

A key point that still poses greadifficulty is that ofdeaing with the protection of victimsAs previously
stated,in 2001, Law No. 154 tried to reduce the risk physicalharm to those victims cohabiting with their
aggressor by providing them with an external shelt€his law also toughened the sentences of the
aggressors. In order to really function, however, these measures require the creation of effective safety
nets outside of the vi ctthen2006§NafioaamBudlggshowddeuppsruapdp o r t
intolerance tavardsviolenceby establishing a National Fund Againek@&land Gender Violengand by
announcing an intentiono found a new National Observatory Againsiolénce.In addition, Law No. 7 of
2006, reaffirmedhe prohibition of genital mutation asit represens a "violation of fundamental rights to

the personal integrity and o t he heal t h oThis lewo provides ismmigramgren Wwith . ”
informational campaigns on the subject of female genital mutilation and promaiéisers training,
promotion and awarenesgaisingactivitiesin the Italian society.

Nearly 40 years of progress in legislation shbet there has beera slow decrease in the degree thie
social acceptance of violence, an increase of legislative prote@mhmore recentlya growth of support
structures forvictims. On the other hand, complicatitige picture,we find an increasing variety of forms in
which violencemanifests itselfand newsocial environments in whicthe violence occursRegardlessalot
remains to be done concerning the most important thing, the actual condemnation of violencajer to
bring it out into the open ando overcome it. \blence, especially domestic violence, is a submeged
that strugglesto be heard Yet to breakhe chains of silence and feait is necessaryo develop effective
measures of protection and prevention.

The critical topic of prevention and practical intervention

A survey carried out in 2006 by the Italian National Institute of Statistics (I8TaTatically revealed the
incidence of violence carried out against women in Italy: 6.7 million women, between the ages of 16 and
70, at some point during their lives, have been victims of physical or sexual abuse. Of these, 19% suffered
physical violence24% sexual violence, and almost 32% both physical and sexual violence (Table 1).

In Piedmont, and more generallp northern Italy, where socieconomic development and per capita
income is higher thathe nationalaverage, the percentage of cases alence isalsoabove the national
average. More than on#hird of the womensurveyedhave beernvictims of physical and sexual violence,

and a further 20% havexperienced physical violence, 24% sexual violesuwe nearly 6%ape.

Table 1 —Women between the ages of 16 and 70 who have been victims of violene@ ()

Physical and sexual Rape or attempted

violence Physical violence Sexual violence rape

OVER THE SPAN OF THEIR LIVES
Piedmont 33.6 18.3 26.5 5.2
Italy 31.9 18.8 23.7 4.8

WITHIN THE PAST 12 MONTHS
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Piedmont 5.3 2.6 3.6 0.4

Italy 5.4 2.7 35 0.3

Source: ISTAT, National Survey on Violence

Violence is mostly carried out in the honiEhe victims often know their attackers. Under the threat and
coercion oftheir partners- husbands, boyfrienddriends - women are forced to havenwantedsex, are
beaten, scarred and blackmailed.

The most disturbing aspect of this reseaiistihat the phenomenon of violencsurveyed ismuch larger
than that which emerges from theofmal denouncements taking placMany womensuffer continuous
acts ofabuseand violence in secret. There is nottyaifficient social awareness ahis dimension of
violence™

In Italy, many institutional and scalled“third sectof organizations havénvested heavilyn information
They are trying to increase knowledge abdlae problemof violence with the particular goal of raising
awarenesaot only among those whdiave fortunately notsuffered violence, but alsamong those who
have, to help themo feel not so aloneMany associations have openag help deskandtelephonelines
to which anyone canurn to for information to be listen tg for counselling and legalid, and which, if
necessarycan also help victimitiate the first stepsin removing themfrom their homes if it is the
location of the violenceTwo of the most well known throughout the country include th€elefono Rosa
(“Pink Tel epTelefone Azauo @Helplinet), Bpecifically aimed at minorsyhich have both
been operating since thel980swith a wide network of volunteers.In 2008 the first Italian non
governmental association ohational antiviolence centreswa s f o u n d e d WoménDAgainstRe . ”
Violence Network) It is managedentirely by women's associationdn 2011 alone 13,137 women in
situations of violence within and outside the familgit turned to the 56 centregor help, and for nearly
70% of themit was their first timedoing so

Table 2 Violencesuffered by women who have turned to the D.i.Rdiasolence centres network2011
- 54.4%psychological violence in the form of insults, denigration, threats, social control;
- 47% physical violencriffered fromkicks, punches, slaps, attempted murders;
- 24% economic violencamposition ofeconomicrestraints control of wages andr deprivationthereof;
- 14.2%sexual violence, raper forcedsexual activities;
- 9.3% stalking;
- 1.6% induction and compulsory prostitution.

(The total does not add up to 100% because each woman might haveviietim of more than one kind of case.)
Source: D.i.Re, monitoring

An important institutional response came in 2006, when the Department of Equal Opportunities launched a
systemic project to tackle violenceybactivating a 24our tolHree hotline (1522) and constituting a
connectednational network.

M In this regard, it is very interesting to take a look at a survey carried out in Turin in 2005. The survey involved G@@rly 9,

st udent s midde schapls and Bigh schools. The goal was to understand how the students perceived the phenomenon of
violence. The results highlight the |l ack of the stumkdipt so kn
although a good sse of what constitutes physical and sexual violence, but not of the related psychological damage. The most
dramatic result was that the research revealed quite a few cases of violence among the students themselves: almosrit¥ had be
victims of groping, 10% of psychological violence and 3% of violence committed by adults. Mostly girls had suffered psychological
violence, while the cases of maltreatment by parents were distributed equally among girls and boys.
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"The network waslesigned principally to incorporate and spread nationvétlehe anti-violence measures carried
out by the networks at the local leveheasures that aim t@ounter the phenomenon gfender violence, ensuring
in the meartime, that the necessary connectiorsgse madebetween the central governmentuthorities in the
relevant judicial social, health, safety and public ordeenas

The "nodes" othe National AntiViolence Networlare the networkterritorial areas This means thmunicipalities,
provinces or regions with which the Department for Equal Opportuntiés signeda Memorandum of
Understanding in order to promote awareneasfsand to fight genderbased violence. These MOUs adsoveto
promote the establishment or strengthening tbe local networksin their efforts to counteincidents of gender
based violence and stalking tacilitate the integration of the 152@ationalhotline service with the socisanitary
structures pesent within thelocal area, and finallyto organizepublic seminars on thé&pic of gendetbased
violence' [Government Department of Equal Opportunities

The intervention protocols developed at the local level alfowsynergy betweerall the actors involved in
the network, but thereal reachof the network is realized at the local level and involves institutional
organizationsas well asprivate associations that workn the field The action of the network ensures
effective interventions in terms of victim protection andthe activation of appropriate criminal
proceedings. However, at the real grassroots lewéien meetingthe protagonists of this network, it is
clear that beyond thegenerally weHunctioning procedures there are many ople making significant
professional investments that go "beyond the procedures."

"Themost important part abouthis work istrying to solve problems, even if tlelutions ar¢’ Qi & LI&f t SR 2 dz

our laws andregulations. You have to throw a littleeart into yourobstacles. And then wecan comeup with

alternative solutions,like a protocol with the local Orthodox Church to provide suppof®tmnanianwomen

who arevictims of violence [...] Without the network yoannotprotect anyone and you do not gmavhere.

But the networkneeds to be createdandit camot bemade up of solely Internet or telephone basedtacts. It

must bemade outof real human relationshipsin order to functiorl. [Commissioner of thé&leighbourhood

Watch Unit of the Municipal Pick of Turih

Althoughthe regulatoryframeworkin the fight against all forms of violenég very relevantfor example

Law No.38 of 2009 on stalkingultural change and measures of preventame key.
"The cases in which we are not able giveedping hand to the victims are those in which the victims give up
and return to their abusel. it R2Say Qi KI LIISYy 2 T (iTBe/miost diffiziilt casesGtb@ A 2 y |  f &
stalkingcases becauseften we are dealing with ‘'uncertain victims': sonmatis they want tdile a complaint
and then sometimes thewant to then withdraw the complaint.We mnust, even in these casefind an
accompanyingsocial progranfor the victimuntil the judgments made2 S R2y Qi KIF @S GKF G Yy
instruments to klp the victims, we just have a few. The Criminal Code gives us a few options, but they are
resources that often have long lead tim&ge have the opportunity to request precautionary measwisthe
removal from the home, or even precautionary custiodgrison.But these are fairly long processtdghere is a
stalker, we put in a request for therecautionary measures, but we must also gite stalkera signal that
we're here, that his victim is not alonand then we cargo pick him up at home, idéfy him, take his
fingerprints,take the frontal and profilghotos... we have to do something. [L.] FSSt fA1S LQY It ¢
defence. Bysing the criminal procedure, ware alwayslooking back through theear view mirror. WeQ NBS
always going backo look for evidence adventsthat havealready happened Y R g KAt S gSQNB o0 dzaeé
find new evidence to prove already committed crimes, in the meantime abusers are out there committing new
2FFSyasSad ¢KI GQa todKidvensng nel idalidnd CommBSoRer of the Neighbourhood
Watch Unit of the Municipal Police of Turin]

In Italy, each region has developi&s own guidelinesand tools ofintervention with which to combat the
phenomenon of violence. In the case of the Piedmont regighere this research wagarried out, in
addition to LawNo. 16/2009 andthe antiviolence centre and shelters,which we haveboth already
mentioned, the region has also enacted Law Nd/2008 which establishes a solidarity fund to pay for
legal aid fowomen victims of violence and abuse.
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Residential Care: the national and the regional systems of residential care

Law No. 328 of November 8, 20Qifled "Framework law for the implementation of the integrated system

of interventions aml social srvices," states that local authorities should deal with the planning and
organization of the integrated system of interventions and social serwdaig the regional andhational
government areresponsible for the promotion of the active participatiohaitizens andf all third sector
organizations, such as trade unions and various associationerder to ensure the success of the
interventions of social welfare. The key concept of the law is that it creates an integrated system of
interventions ands o c i a | services through policies and coor
social needs. The measures to support women and children in difficulty fall within the basic level of social
benefits, but the characteristics and requirements apet eut not only at the national level, but also
regionally and locally, and in any case, these services are limited by the scarce economic resources
provided by the National Fund f&ocial Policy

Therefore in regards to the definitions and classifications of the characteristics of residential facilities for
children in Italy we are dealing with a varied landscape withhancesand approaches that change from
region to regionMore recently there has been some effotd developa national nomenclaturén order to

talk unambiguously about thg/pes of services and facilities, but today the regulatory framewosktilis
definedby the jargon okach region.

As a consequence, for the purposes of this research, we wiktfeering to thoseresidential safe houses

for minorssolelyin the Piedmont region, where, at the end of 2012, a new deliberatiegi{onal Law No.
255079 of December 18, 201®)as enacted, which in addition to redefining the types of structures
providedfor minors, established related structural, managerial and planning standards.

Table3 —Types of safe houses for minors and their principle characterisBosdmont

i Educational residential@ammunities(two different age groups:-80 or11-17; maximum of 10 minors +e&Inergencycases;
possibility to host 2dditional minors during the day time; but in all cases, the number of minors at any one time shoul
exceed 12; a community may designate its function exclusively as that of emegrgeeeption).

9 Family homes for rimors (4 to 6 minors hosted, in addition to the minor children of the adults; the maximum total numk
of minors must not exceed 8).
9 Parentchild communitiegincludes pregnant women, also minors and/or mothers with tleitdren, or solely fathers with
their children; they can host a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 14 guests, including chi@ngeas old).
 Autonomousstructureshost individuals with significant setfianagement skills, possibly acquired as a resulthaang
followed a program in another structure with a strong educational focus. The guests can include pregnant women, pg
with children, minors of at lead6 years of age and young adults under the ag@Dbf

These structures are not subjecttoamizgda K2 NA T | GA2y & NBIFNRAYy3I GKSANI 2 LISNI

I OGAGAGRE [ I dzy OK local$udgipdlity. 6 { / L! 0 ¢ G2 GKS

Allautonomous structures are subject to surveillance.

Differentiating by the services offered and the numbeguafsts hosted, three types of structures can be identified:

AGroup gartmentsfor adolescents and young people, or for parent/child (they welcome a minimum of 4 to a
maximum of 6 guests; they must gaatee the presence of a professional educator; in tase of group apartments
with teenagers/young people, if minors are present they mustrgatee the presence of a nighitrte operator).

ACommunity lomes (canhost up to 12 people; there must be a fulltime manager present).

Alntegrated retirement lomes area particular form of reception, in hotdikke accommodations, for mothers with
children, single women in situations of social vulnerability, and for young people and rabmrsto turn18.

Therapeutic communities for minors (C.T.M.).

Communities for th@sychological rehabilitation of minors (C.R.P.).

Socierehabiltative day centre (C.D.S.R.).

Education cemes for minors (C.E.M.) maximum 30 places.

Aggregation centrs for minors (C.A.M.) maximum 30 places.

=a =8 —a a9

Source: Piedmont Region and the City of Turin
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In Piedmont in 2011, there were 227 residential facilities for minors, of which 90 were educational
communitiest?> The number of children who had been removed from their families was 2,412 in total, of
which 1,048 were hosted in safe houses and 1,364 in family residential services. At the national level, as of
December 31, 2010, the number of minors hosted temporarily in family residential or-etgt@tional
services and in foster care serviceave been29309 About half of these children were hosted by
communities,and the other half werglaced with foster families. In Piedmont, 43% of the minors removed
from their homes reside in residential safe houses. This means that a largenpageof the children (57%)

are infoster care, divided equally between noelated families and other relatives of the minor.

A national survey carried out by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy in 2011 on the children removed
from their families revealed that onforth of the placements of minors in communities or other families
occurs in an emergency situation (as defined by article 403 of the Civil Eaate),nearly 20% of these
cases involve unaccompanied foreign minors. The difficulties the social servieés liawing to intervene

with immediacy to protect the children are, therefore, obvio@ten, in fad¢, the first placement is
provisional and only at a later time do they try to place the children in the most suitable communities.

The national survegortinuously highlights the major fragmentatiothat occursin the programs of the
children,who go back and foin from foster care to community homes, and vice versa, often more than
once. Their stay in residential facilities is scheduled for a relatively 8ime (about 2 years) and, especially

for younger children, the goal is to integrate them into a household setting (via foster care or adoption),
but duringthis process problems ofteniae that lead to failure.

The age at which a child is brought inte system is an important factor that determines whether he or
she is sent into foster care or a community. Figure 4 showgjrth the diversification of placements based

on the age of the minor. These are choices that are, to a large extent, the ofégihlé realization that
placing children over the age of 14 is often accompanied by significant difficulties both for the foster
families, and for the teens themselves.

Figure 4- Percentage of placements by age and the type of placemdtaly 2010

== F'oster care Communities

77 82
—— 53 65
42\
28 23 18

0-2vears 3-5years 6-10years 11-13years 14-17 years

Source: Ministry of Labour and Social Policy

Thesituation at the regional leve$ quite different wherefoster care predominates over the placement of
minors in communitiesGraph 5 shows a decreasethe number of foster care placements only in the 14
17 age group, offset by an increase in the number of placements in communities.

2 Data from Dec. 31, 2011 from the Piedmdregion, Department of Health and Human Services, Health Care Properties, Social

and Family Policy, Interdepartamental coordination of volunteer policies. Directorate of Social and Family Policy

13 Mostrecent data available at the national level collected by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy.

“Art. 403 of the Iltalian Criminal Code: fAWhen a minothe is in
public authorities, vigheir agency t@afeguardhildhood, will place him/her in a safe place utiiey can definitively provida way

to protect him/her.o
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Figure 5 Percentage of placementsy age and the type gflacement—Piedmont 2011

==Foster care Communities
63 ‘{\
M 57
51 43
0-5years 6-10years 11-13 years 14-17 vears

Source PiedmontRegion, Direairate of Social and Family Poliegur calculations

From the perspective of gender, in Piedmont, about 55% of children removed from their families are male
and 45% female. There are more boys in the age groupsojéars and just slightly motmys than girlsn

the 1417 age group, wheredn the 613 ag group there is a higher concentration of girls.

At least 24% of the children in the Piedmont structures are foreigners, 9% of which are unaccompanied.
Clearly when it comes to foreigners, aee refering to a wide variety of cultural backgrounds, whiohke

the placements that much more difficult, given that these children often come from cultures very different
from those of their host structures.

In total, 65% of theplacements inresidentialcommunities occurdirectly after havinglived witho n e’ s
parents, but,as noted at the national level, 35%tbE childrenresiding in communities havgone through
periods of liung with other relatives, or withoster or adoptive families, othey comefrom other safe
houses These minors, therefore, have lived through multiple transitions and bring with them complex
experiences and relationships that the community operators must deal with on a daily basis.

In Piedmont, however, contrary tohat happens at the national level, th#acements of aremergency
nature (as defined by article 403 of the Civil Cpaecountfor only 7% ofthe children incommunities A
further 2% of cases in the communities are plagedpolice accompanimentvhile the majority (91%) of

the placements ararranged by the Court.

40% of theplacements aranotivated by parental inability 3% arechildren without a family network4%
unaccompanied foreign minorsn addition to children suffering fronpsychephysical prokems (9%),
neglect (8% abuse (9%), suspicion of abuse (9%) and otyawlogies of problems related tbealth or

legal problems of the parent§henumber ofcases of "suspected abuse" has gone from 5% in 20906to

in 2011 and the Piedmont Regiepecuated that it may be the result ahe increased attentiorpaid by

local services ireporting cases promptly.

These data shoWwow an aware societjsincreasinglyopposed to violence of any kind, atitey revealhow
muchthe interventionshave been strengthenetb protect children and to support the family.

The fact that a child has theght to livewith his or herown family is expressly protectda national Law

No. 149/2001 (amened with Na 184/1983) whichimposesinterventionsin favour of the familyas long as

it is in the position to take care oits children. Thislaw stipulatesthat the "institutionalization",or the
gathering of numerous children mesidential structures thatvere often kept ina state of neglect, should

be replaced by relying on adopted familieShe old structures have been transformed into community
housing.

At the regional levell.aw No 37/2009, "Rgulationsfor the support of sepaated and divorced parents in
difficult situatiors,” acknowledges thapriority should be given to theight of chitiren to live with their
parents. To assist with this, the law offers separaggatents in needpsychological supportfamily
mediationservicesand assistance withousing andinances.
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It isimportant to note that the institutional system thagrovides a home fothe young femaleprotagonists
of this project is nota spacewhere minorsjust wait the time out or pass throughThe educational
residentialhost communities are certainly places mtection, butthey are also environments dife in
which personalized educational processe® desigred and carried out, during which the giridevelop
relationships withtheir peers andwith adults, often very differento those experienced itheir original
families.

In particular for girls and boys betweethe ages of 14 and 18he educational project is strongly marked
by the acquisition of autonomy, as we will explain later.
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Research results

Perceptions and experiences of the girls: gender roles and stereotypes

Whenaskedto comment on the roles of women and men within a couple, and whether or not there are

specific activities for each gender, the girls, in chorus, claimed that a couple should share evetytaing.

did not mention fairness or equal rights, but sharing. They clearly expressed, however, asitdatibn,

because as soon #sey started to discusthe actual dynamics of lifas a couple, such as carifag a child,

the distance between thaleal andthe reality emerged.
"... In theory, bottshould takei dzZNya G 1 Ay 3 O laMibBst awhys the vioman &vidd doedfiall. (i @& a
Ffy2ad a AF aKS F¥SSta tA1S aKS Kra (23 0SOlFdzaS aKS 3
annoy hy @ L Qf f 3SG dzLJr Yl .edeB KB QAKS RRf Alie &l 2a120\N2% Q1 S Qf f
G2Y2NNR6ZQ AG gAff Ffglea 06S KSNI Gdz2NYyX !'yR o6& KFEoAGX
[Focus group]

The girls reject the stereotypical gendespiarities that put womerin the home carindor the children and

men as the breadwinners. They believe that a woman should have a job, mayberpgrand her own

personal income.

They see a job as a responsibility made up of different elements thabge/@ersonal satisfaction, as well

as economic benefit. The fact that there atill snany women who do not workjoes not change their

beliefs, and they evesaidwi t h s ome pity " pdsplay aonpassionp fortHose Womers,, t h

as if none 6 them were privileged, and not one of the girls, for example, imagined that maybe these

women enjoyed a state ofomnomic well being thanks to their husbahgositiors.

Of course, theautonomyoriented programthat girls arecompletingin the communityputs an emphasis

precisely on the valuwof individuality and selfletermination.

In the discussiosywe introduced a series @ommonplacephrasedo debate.

They all @lly agreel with the statemens"a woman can live alone" arfd woman should knovaow to say

NQ" even when, or perhapss a result afin their life stories they might of haanothers who were

systematically beaten, but who did natant to leave the home for fear of being alone.
DLQ@$ i KzgzaKij Fo2dzi Al PP A A 623 al R2RNB d¥2yY @ OF &zNB
R2yQd KF@S || 220X &2dzQNB ?2N{)SF§ 92 aidl e éJAinA GKS Yy
T2NJ KSfALJ OVSOI- dzéAS, é,KSAQé AI- ¥,N:]- AR AéKSQf f 3/,2A f 2Yy3aASN KIS |
"lsaythat KSe OFy S0 0KSYasSft@gsSa o6S adzZlJJ2NLSR Fa f2y3 | a
problem, they should have thought about that before. Better alone than in bad company."
[Focus Group]

The words that they associate withwoman are:
" P a s sensitivity, complexity, trustworthy, intelligent, responsible for taking care of a family, someone

who's courageous, studious, strong, a person who
And witha man, they associate:

"Being usel édes ,sutpreireoort to women, a person that' :
responsible, loyal, intelligent, hard working, co

This game of associations underlined how much the girls were not fixatetemotypicalrepresentatiors,

but rather werevery dividedamongemotional(i.e. sensitive, passionate), cognig (intelligent) and social
(i.e.responsible hard working)characteristics In other research conductealith minors,"courage" isoften
associated as a more masculine than feminine feature, while our girls, on the other hard, attributed it to
women.lt is alsanterestingto note their association of women or nmewith a real person in their lif®r as

an aspiration likéman—love."
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For the most part, even though the girls haseen thedifferences between the social roles of men and
women, they do not seem to want to abandon clichés or preconceived ideas. The most evident example is
their continuous use of A (i R SOwIShy afidcdssion, one girl will express an idea, and another girl will
follow by underliningthaé A i RSLISYRa &y AGKESEBITRKBIRYYEHKS YIyY
0§ KSNBE IoNBA BSNILISY RA X (rafd@ringté the casé thad & wosh/ican éeach a man how

to change a diaper).

So the statement "a woman is more sensitive than a man" divides the girls, because, well, "it depends."
Thegirls, however, seem to be vecpnvinced that raising children should hesharedresponsibility The
experience that many of the girls shared, growing up in sipghkent homes, because one parent was not
present or was sick, weighed heavilytbis lively discussion

In general, we can say that the views expressed by the girls are similar to thoseedejpyr other
teenagers. A survey carried out in the Veneto region among teenayersfact, highlightedthe same
ambivalences between an idealized vision of the relationship between genders and the realty. Additionally,
this survey indicated that girls tend to view the rolesmore equal than boys do.

A further observation, specific to our girls, is tmabst of them come from families where they themselves
have had to play the role of "mother" by taking care of siblings, in place of the parents. They, therefore,
acquired this aspect of care and considered it normal, and do not question it. At the samehtwever,

they are confused about roles, but not necessarily those related to gender:

EL ol a | Y2GKSNJ (2 Yeé aArxaiSNE L R2yQi S@Sy 1y26 6KI
O2YYdzyrAiles GKSeQNB Faiiay3a vYS G2 O02YS 6101 G2 o6S I &Ara
[llenia, age 16]

The girlsrefuse to accept restrictionsothe way they dress or put on makeup, although when
confronted with the phrase "If you dress in a certain way, certain things can happen to you..." they are
divided between those who integrally refisny limitations, who are strong idealisésl Y Iy Ol y RNX
K26 SOSNI KS g yia | yarlbéwkénthoss S andimdreicautiods aBdragrée with
the phrase.
¢ae 028FTNASYR OlFlyQil G4Stf YS K2g (2 LIEDI22SYLOY @D K21
FNASYRa YR KSQa 6AGK KAa IANI FNASYRaAD® L R2y Qi (St
GN¥zado L Ffgleéea Sttt KAY GKFIG AF GKSNBQa y2 G(GNHzaGZ (K
Butthenthereardi K2 4SS GAYSaz ¢gKSy &2dzQNB a2z Ay f & 2dzQR R?2
LSHEKZ L (y2ée00d [A1S L o1& Ay GKS o6S3 ®© . dzi azy
much make up.
Then | put things straight. | told him, listen up, we better find somevcany 3INR dzy REX 06 SOl dzaS L R:
O2yGNRffSRDE
[Erica, age 16]

Again, in this last sentence, we can see the distance between the ideal and the real situation, ndeally
kind of restriction is acceptable, but sometimes ihise to do a favoufor those you love. Put this wai,is
hard to object because the underlying principie that of freedom of choice, aripciple the girls say they
do not want to ever give up.

Anot her charact er i sdtories is ¢hé sarore fortbalaocedliatogue thagdoes hos
involve abuse of either gender. Thisismmarizedwvell by the observatiorof one girl who saith L tR2 y Q
agree with the phrase women have @& (i | Yy R (i R SiithNden3 ThiB dmk&Qt sound like the

15 CREL, Violence against women. What do young people think about it?, Veneto Region, 2001.
18 This example discourse makesore sense in the original language. In ltalian, the original phraséiwas ner testa al |
which literallingtheahehdtef thefikhappo
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G2YlFyQa Ay Odter NAHsaybtlat lif @ wanan wants to, she can staBdS NJ I NP dzy R P €
Everyone, further mor e, di sagreed with "whoever br

Social and intimate relationships

Many of the girls who took part in the researdtave experienced failed emotional relationships,
sometimes violent and accompanied by seriqus/chiatrichealth issues.

It is, therefore, very interesting to see how they view thsituations that they have experienced, and how
they view theirpotential future married lives.

¢EL otyld G2 KIFEIGS I FrYAftes 3ASG YFENNASR:T KI@S | oloes |
Q: What kind of mother will you be?

'Y hy | LlAEOK2ft23A0Ft tS@Stz &2dz2QNB 062dzyR G2 06S02YS
mother was with you. It scaresme.dY | FNF AR 2F 06S02YAy3 tA1S Y& LI NByi?

GKIG R2Say Qi KI LISy »

Iwillneverbeatmysoh, ¥S¢ LI Ga 2y KA& o026G0d2Y FINB 21le&X o6dzi L R?2
I R 2 yin@ni to be dependent on anyone, let myself get kicked out of the house, the situation must be mine:
shared, but not dependent.”

[llenia, age 16]

Some of the girls have a boyfriend, whdhey have also introduced the community, but apart from a

couple ofthem who are experiencing intense and troubled histories, the others have a more cautious and

disenchanted approach. They do not exclude the possibility that in their future there may be a family, but

for the moment, they are struggling to trust in relatiships.
GL KFE@S | 028 FNRASYR y2¢5> owailwent tRréughtnith héfibry(réferdog ty G K1 G
KSNJ v &SI N 2fR RI dz3 KG S NXha, for noR Phgv@ & boyfriittdioipass thiedtithe/ 1B [ S Q2
Ol £ fa Webadk.fhiefreatdS ¢St > L QfFf KENBINBFKARY YBSHOil ®R>L St € X
KAY® L OFyQil GNUzAG yezySoé
[Laura, age 18]

One of the major concerns regarding the girls
relationships that they have, or will have, with adults and with their boyfriends, a typicalusvictim-
abusercycle But the voices of the girlbowever, did not reveal any sign of weakness in this regard. They
even declare that they are aware of the risk.

L KFER F 02&T7FNASyioo. |ivéslraally in NelwithShitn. Aftér 7 anbnihs, dtarted really

treated me bad, and I startedcyyid 2 | YR Ay (GKS SyRX 6S oNB{1S dzlX S@Sy

1SSL) K2t SR dzLJ AYyaARS FSStAy3a o6FRZ y2G F2Ay3 2dziX

He never beat me, but he was always really mean when he answered me when | said something or when |

wanted to do something and$ R A R yaQlieter ta léave him than suffebecause hevasgoing to treat

YS 60FR F2NJ GKS NBald 27 Yeé fATFSoe

[Elisa, age 17]

Like many teenagers, many of them hadeas abouthe life of a coupleghat are notbased on marriageA
couple's relationshi must be based on trust and mutual understanding. An essential element of success for
the couple is fidelity. It is very interesting to understand both the concepts of fidelity and trust because a
lot of the girlshave ideas that are very distant frotime traditional meanings of the terms.

First of all, the girls declare a certain disenchantment with regard to love aftaitially there is love and
passion,and then 'hormalty," people get boredand move on totry someone elseln their stories it is
almost always the mawho getsbored andgoes outlooking for a new relationship outside tife marriage.

At this point, one solution is to separate, another is to confide in each other and talk about it. If there is
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trust in the couple, they would prefer to know from their partner about the fling rather than from someone
else,andthetm @ 2dz Oly |t gl e&a 3IABS az2YSz2yS I aSO2yR OKIyO
Anidea of fidelityemerges, not centred on exclusive possessiothe way one dedicats one’'as sel
person, in particularfrom the sexual point of view, but on the "keieg the faith" in an emotional
connection andn a shared project.

This ideal of theirs is placed on the horizon of a long path; in fact, their immediate planslarediier

things that they still need to accomplish.

The girls are young adolescents who are experiencing rapid transformations from the physical, cognitive,
psychological, emotional and relational points of view. The development of the different ageast i
synchroni zed, and therefore, it gives the i mpress
others.
Gae OflaavylidSa
al@oS gSQNB ¢
gFAGAY I F2N KA
[Focus Group]

fAGS Ay GKSANI fAGGHES RNBFIY 62NI R 6 KSNE
f u KAY1AYy3 o2 dzii LINAX y OS judtKittingddrduyidd = o dzi
Y 02 | NNRARGSoDE

Thus, for some of the girls, relationships with their peers are confliciingn if it seems like they amen

the same level; for others, their peers are too immature armstigateconfrontation with adults.

Thereare a fewgirls who have an irrepressible physicalitio, especiallyoutside the communitypn the

street, feel thregened and insecure and do not know how to behave.

Thar stay in the community provides them witmore space than the average householdwork out
conflicting relationship issues ando strengthen their seltonfidence. This is especially importdrgcause

the “gag’ needingto be bridgedregarding thesituations from which they comés profound. Many of the

girls, when they first arrived inthe community were exceedinglyinsecure.They tried not toexpo®
themselvest hey di dn’ t s p e aith.eventhetniest of conflicts they tereded toescape.
Theywere ircapable ofsay ng ''no. '’ S wareenot abjle ta dead witlgiiuations in which the

others werejoking aroundithey perceived them as threatening, atfilis, reacteddisproportonately. It is

coming from these conditions, that the girls have had to rebuild their views on relationships and to re
assign meaning to many aspects of their lives.

Overall, the girls seem to have a positive view of gender roles and of social and emhogiationships.

One might haveexpected that with their experiezes of violence, maltreatment arfdmily hardship, they
might have expressed more negative feelings, or they might have been more likely to generalize people
into broad categories by thinkip for example, that all men are the same. Instead, among these wjitts

all have stories very different from one another, we gradually came to see that the experience of violence
has notdulled their ideds. They have shown a great capacity for psydickb endurance, although in
many circumstancesthey still struggldgo take a positionand situate themselvegroperly. But all this did

not happen by accident.

If these girls hadot been put in "specificplaces” in which they coulkarn to manage thenedves,to
increase their autonomyandto "put themselvedo the test,"it is not a given that theywould now be able

to express the sampositive imagery Speaking of "specific plagege not only want to make reference to

the community structures but also more generally toall the other service providersaand networks
surroundingthe girls.
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Residential care experiences: feelings, positive and negative aspects

The experience in the community has had a different significance for eachogivbtimes vey contrary to
one another.

There are some girls that have spent a great deal of their [passingfrom one community to another,
who have alsmften hadfailed foster care experiencefor them, the community is the most reassuring
place where they fel good, it is home. But it has not always been this Wiy talk abouhow when they
were little children, they did not understand w they had to be far away from themothers. They
remember wanting to show their oppositionby crying and screamingsspeciallyin front of the social
workers.

GLQ@S 0SSy KSNB F2NJF &@SFENW .S¥2NB GKFdX L aLlsSyda c @
year in a parenthild community, since | was 7 years old.
LQY dza SR ,aif@wtirke$ they Ared to Put i@ in foster care, but | justcoul@ni R2 A G @ @ Y26 |

Al KSNBE® LQY O2YF2NIltlofSo

L GNASR GKNBS RAFFSNBY(d F2a0GSNJ FIYATtASaszT odzi L O2dz
could handle B days, but livingwik G KSYX L 2dzad O yQi dé

[Franca, age 16]

¢

For other girls, the community was the first calm place they encountered after the nightmare of
prostitution, beatings and confinement. For them, the community has been the assurance, first of all, of
salvation, oflife, and thensecondly of physical rest. They were tired because they lived in a constant state
of alert and tension, in addition to being forced to work many hours each day. They often had an initial
attitude of hyperadjustment,wantingto build up a mate free of conflict around them, buwfter a while
they move with greater confidence. Even though they like the community, they complaint aheu
restrictions of the rulesthey would like to have greater freedom. For the older girls, the possitilityove
from the community to a protected apartment is an important transition.
Some girls, who have spent less time in the community, are more impatient, not only in regards to the
community, but to thér situation in general. They say they had no chogethey view thecommunity
experience as a lastsort, and they are often restless and distreds
G¢g2 @SENRB 323 Ay { SLI SYdsepotih@skuatiomimowzhou¥e® Tl G KSNJ ¢Sy
The police took him into custody and told Himat he could notenter our house again. They told him that they
would take care of his children.
{ 2 0K QA& fulko2socialwiorkeds béganfiGa | OA NDdzSSYKENI 2y @SORYONESa O
YIEN] SR F2N t ATSd 2 S Q@& the tidkeBde Redsufier&dStife payehdldgiSaRbeaitiglfoy &l
OKFG 6SQ@S oSO dialSNPAIKG KS Sy R W2dzN) A2t Sy @8y ¢ SNB
raised upca 2 @&2dzQNB f NBFR& YINJSRZI FyR (Kfaycase zodyaiSd Ay
understand that you, by lawgre marked as having livad a community, you were abused, violated. You, by
fl o> FNB GKA&AY FYR Ay (KS TFdzidzNBs e&2dz gAft adatt oS
[llenia, age 16]

The relationships that these girls have with the edocsare generally not confrontational;n@ can even

say that they are good. The girls participate in the life oketlicommunity. Theyhave created good
relationships with some other members, and they continue to meet up with friends outside of the
community. But it is obvious, however, that they are forced to liva situation they never wanted. Some
were even separated from their siblings, to whom they were very connected.

The community is also a place of rules, mostly rules dictated by the organizatiestablisha tranquil
coexistence (housework shifts, curfews for entry and exit). There are also more restrictive rules, i.e. the use
of mobile phones is prohibited. There are rules that the girls do not like, but, however, they do understand
their significance (i.e. setting a curfew for the eveningemry); while there are otherrules that they
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considerto be a real violation, an injustice (i.e. not being able to use cell phones). There have been
episodes of girls escaping from the community, someirmotivatedby their inability to adapt to thee

rules imposed by the community. &t times, however, the girls eventualigturn to the community to

visit their mother, father or boyfriend. Severing these ties is always difficult to accept, even when the
parent in question is the cause of the problems they are facing.

One aspect the girls have particularly emphasised is the godighent that comes along with the fact that

they live in a community. Their classmates and rids, often curious, ask what i ilike to live in a
community,d 6 KS& a1 Y S Oktheythink & & comi8ubify asdaicabréctional facility, @ 2vez f A
AY I 02YYdzyAaidé oSOl tha §ils Ba2edthe RrprRssien2het $himiny yaBesrépeers

hang out with them only out of pity, and their teachers have strange attitudes towards them, often not
compassionate and sometimeslite accusatory.

It is obvious that there is not a lot of social awareness about what communities are, due also to the fact
that many people have aantiquated idea linked to the now extinct orphanagé&e communities and
associate them witheftredsicderthiidldriemst'i tutes for d
Many communities are trying to overcome this social block by allowing the friends of the girls free access to
the structures at different times of the day, or by arranging a party, an effort very much appreciated by the
girls.

Also, ina few of the communities, groups of volunteers have formed and these volunteers often participate
in the life of the community by bringing around their families and children, maybe on Sunday or on
holidays, or they come to the communities themselves fandr or to watch TV. This is not a very diffused
phenomenon because the involvement of volunteers requires a lot of effort in training and monitoring.
Between the volunteers and the girlsomplex dynamics are created that asemetimes not so easy to
manage, and so they require constant supervision.

We met with girls both in fematenly and in mixed communities and in neither case did gemnelated
conflictscome up in regards to cohabitation. There were more problems reported about sharing spaces
between, for example, one girl who was neat and tidy and the other was not, or about theft, or about
someonewho does not complete their assigned tasks. Such issneghe cause of conflict between the
children For the most part, they are punished with reductions in their weekly allowances, but the
punishment often does not definitivglresolvet he pr obl e m. The girls try toc
many aspect®f everyday life, and they are very critical of the consequences that generate punishments
that affect not only the person who committed thmisconduct, but als@veryone else-i.e. when a girl
escapes, the permission to go out is limited for everyoneafoertain period.
41 SNB Ay (GKS O2YYdzyAaAdeés AGQa adzaSNI RAFTA
FYyR GKSy a2vy$ Rrea L FS8St KFLILRO .dzli tAF
Here | like e,verthingnorelorAIes§ 0 dzi i y 20 Fftgleax ] X A
2 KSY UKSé ausSlft az2YSUKAYy3I TNRY ée2dzz AlQa aSNRA2dzaxz NBI
[Serena, age 18]

Odzt (d ¢ KSNBQ:
§ aK2dz RyQid o

We are sharinghese dialoguedo highlight the complexity and the diversity of issues that affect the
communities. The important choices madeaaib the educational programs for thee girls who have lived

through violence, are daily mixed up with the small and large issues of cohabitation, and with bureaucrat

and organizational issues as wellRisasaysi f A Ay 3 Ay | helps2YdY diy2A (BNENGS | dzLed ¢

We would like to make a final observation on the age of the girls and on the context of the communities in
which they have been placedrhe girls,ages 1516, who live in communities together with younger
children, complaiad frequently about their situation. They find the environment too restrictive in regards
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to the rules, but also inadequate for their needs. During the focus groups, girls from different communities
came together and compared their different situations and had a vempated discussion. We will not, of
course, enter into the merits of the choices made for any individual placement, but we have understood,
from the interviews conducted, that it is not always possibl@kace every minom the most appropriate
structure, sometimes, for example, due to limitegben spaces
We would also like to bring forward this last this cultural aspect that can interfere with a good placement in
the community:

a{2YSGAYSa 4S5 KAyl GKIG GKS O2bdeNedznbdsd df SeuritptdtiiesghiR S G K S

0dzt UKFIOGQa y2u0 0KS Ol aso

The Romanian girls, who in Romania lived in the countryside, asshviageoutside thecity as safe, while the

Nigerian girls on the other handf;\rg afraidAof' trje dark, of the/foresapdfeel petter in the city. Aey prefer to

be near the largecity YI NJ] SGX S@OSy AT U0KFOG YSlIya NAalAy3d NizyyAy3

protected. [Educator]

6ET T AT O AGPAOEAT AAO AT A OEA AEEAAOO 11 xi1 T AT80 1E
We only met with 15 girls.hkir 15 stories, however, include such a diversity of situations, such a range of

the different forms of violencghat they significantly contribute to the understanding of the phenomenon.

It is difficult to identify the individual instances of violen¢maltreatment, neglect, abuse, physical,
psychological or witnessed violence) among the interwoven evehtheir stories But perhaps it is not

even that useful to carry out such an analytical exercise; it is more interesting to look at the processes and
the dynamics that lead to thescalationof violence.

For some girls, the path to violence started in backgrounds of poverty, in distant countries. They were not
necessarily living in violent environments from which they needed to escape, but more sipmglgtuck in
poor families with numerous children, in which their future prospects did not look so bright. It is in such an
environment of dissatisfactiothat the lure ofattractive job proposals in Italy can take hold. There is no
one forbidding them @ leave, sometimes the families asven against the idea, but a silent consent
develops that feeds unknown hopes that push the girls to leave.
¢aé araidasSNI OFYS o101 FNRY LGFteées yR &aAyO0S Avg Yé O2 dzy
shetoldYS QL F2dzy R 8addiz ndt kn@wéng \{vhptykindLoﬂ wotk &waited me, saiels | was so o
KIFILeT FAylLfte L ¢g2dZ R KIS | 2206H .dzuX ¢KI G L KIFIR 02
[Paola, age 17]

The first instances of violende these situation®ccurduring the tiavel to Italy in particular for victims of

human trafficking. The cruellest journeytigat in whichthey have to cross the desert. The disorientation

and the desert discourage escape and when anyone resists, tifekas just have to show them the

remains of the others who tried to escape.
¢28 KIR 2dza0 | NNAGSR Ay bAISNIIFIYR L &als Ylyeé F2NBAIYS
L a1SRZI Q2KSNB KI@S @&2dz 6NRdzAKG YSK 2Ké NB 6S KSNBK
We were a group af0 and theytoldY S QG KSaS 1LIS2LX S INB 3I2Ay3 G2 LaOGFt& @A
QL ¢lyd G2 32 K2YS®Q
Qb23s &2dz OFyQil {GdzNy o1 O1 y26dQ
They told me that the most difficult part wasitingmy countryandthat when | arrive in Italy | wouldbe very
lucky. | cried and all the others cmied me, they took me by the hand.
Q28 1y2¢6 €2dzQNB (KS e2dzy3Saidz odzi &2dz OLyQd 32 o6 Ol @
tKSe HSNBX KdzYty o62ySaodé
[Serena, age 18]

25



e e

Funded by the European Union

The psychological stress felt this girl was very strong, at least as strong as her hope initiallythe girl

who told us this infernal story also told us that many times she wished for death. She could not sleep, she
remained awake at night, she could not eat, she could not think.

Her arrival in Italy was not any less painful, and at that pailhber hopes disappeared.

Not understanding Italian and not having any money are two very good reasons these victims remain
connected to their abusers. Add to this the direct threat of being beaten, or actual blows, and other

i ndirect t hr gm@mdamberstback hmmee Seenafwasrforcéd to undergo a double voodoo ritual,
Paola was told by her sister’s boyfriend that the
the blame for any bad or good that might happen.

Serena and Paola sharadsimilar fate of prostitution; both were victims of a racket, of criminals dedicated

to the trafficking of young girls. But in Paol a’:
person one would expect to show some affection towards keprotect her. We are certainly not going

to debate whether or not it is worse to be a victim of a stranger or of a relative, but it is important to note

that not just one kind of perpetrator exists. Often in prostitution trafficking, victims becomealiusers of

ot her wvictims. The scheme feeds off this pervers
being in an abused state to becoming a collaborator who facilitates the trafficking, and then maybe, an
organizer of the trafficking. Itseemhsi ke t hat i s what happened to Paol
The girls, during the discussions, often repeated that now they are able to distingitlstone glance
betweenwhot hey can trust and who they cannot. But whe

Not all the stories thabegin incontexts of poverty end in trafficking and prostitution. There are girls in

Italy who live with their parents, very violent parents. In our cases, they are families with one biological
parentpresent plus aartner. An inportant aspect of this dynamic is that these nparent adults consider

the entranceof these girls into their homes as an intrusion.

The rage directetbwards the girls com& notonly fromthe legitimate parent, but also from thisstranged

figure that displays hostility from theirst encounter Problems with schoolwork seem to be the main

reason that sets off punishments, dimes very violent (whipping witha belt), other times more
psychologicalllmor t i f ying i n natur e fhandskelduprfoaafew ninutesk and e | w
other timestargetin g obasc’ needs €. withholdingfood).

Strategies of “behaviour correction” also affect
these cases of violence, the punitive aspegses t o prevail, to restrain an:
reinforcing the family hierarchy, above all the paternal authorTiye choice of punishment, to achieve full
submission, is decisive. One must use punishments that humiliate, that weardawe * s wi | | an

physical strength to fight back. The girls who were subjected to this kind of violence still exceedingly fear
that they will disappoint their parents.

The logic of denigration and subjugation affects not only the pachilt relationship, but also that
between partners,’ as in the case of Mara.

Initially her boyfriend put into ply seductive, caring behavioultsyt as soon as she remained alone with

him, in a far away country, the dynamics of enslavement kickelgeintemandedsex, isolated and watched

her constantly, and insultedndvilified herfor every little thing.

Responsible for these violent behaviours is not mere anger, or an uncontrollable impulse due to excessive
frustration or stress, but rather a need to affirmger. Perhaps it is the lack of power that one feels when
migrating, and the loss of a secure social role as a result of that.

1" piagione, 2005.
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While different forms of violencerecur throughoutthe stories of our girlswe have also seen many
different ways in which thisiolence § initiated. One of these is the presence of a memtslorderor of
strong states of depression.
This type of ignition to violence is truly terrible because while it can be explicitly manifested, it is not
socially acceptable. We will show thigectly throughthe story ofone of the girls (age 16bpecause in her
words we can really capture the nuances of the problem.
¢EL KIS I RSLINBaaSR Y2UKSN® LiGQa o06SSy mo &SINE |t NBF
my father, becausshe was always grilling him with questions, she snapped continuously at him b&sanse
of her depressionshe started to close herself up at home and not go out any more, she would stay in bed all
day. We, my two siblingand | would eat circled arawd a pt on the bed. It was so ridiculous that | newars
able to explain how we got to that point.
{2 Ylye GAYSaz L FalSR YeaStFfzx gKeé R2 ¢S KI@S (G2 Sl
the living room? So we tried to set the tabdedzi G KSy 2dzNJ Y2GKSNJ al AR GKIFG &AKS |
back to the bed.
2 K2 (y264a K& Al KFLIWSYSRZI L R2yQl l1y26d LGQEA 2yS 2°
mother norl have any answers.
Then my father got tired of toleratg this violence from my mother, and he raised his fistser. In the end,
the situation was reallpleak.
L GNASR G2 Ldzi YeaStT Ay Yeé 7FI (RKSKEE @2K2Sa Aady RY &l NRAASTR
0SR Fff RI&3z B&irgandRs2sGoa s dget hBrge sheyodks at measkdabout money, the kids,
S i Oke,Qvait a minute, there are two of us and both of us should be doing things.
a®@ TFEOIKSNI RARy Q2 gR@$ KBS ay N wSouwSoaiBandgd dg Bomething W
82dzNBE St FoQ
I think he, on the one hand, had some compassion for my mother, because he knew she was sick, but on the
other hand, he was annoyed with her because she threw all their responsibilities on him. And my mother was
wearing us down.
| feel bad, | feel bad for my mother and father, but neither one of them had the strength to take control of the
situation and make something good come out of it.
And the thing that hurts the most, that | found out about 6 months ago because | had a medtngy
parents and the educatér> ¢+ a G KI G ¢ Kifeydidlthe prablerSsbedinBh&al thed tell meét
wasg KSy L g6+ a ¢ Y2yiKa 2ftRXZ FyR LQY (KS 2fRS&d airadSNw
Three years after | was born, my first sister passed away in the eighth momidgofpcy. | never met her, but
| still consider her my sister. Three years latey little brother was born, and then after another three years a
little sister.
| say, if the problems started when | was 6 months old, why did they have anothekitltgedly father said it
gl & Iy Wiberauseadife i an@& &f ve (even though many lives are born out of vialahbeirt).
a® Y2iKSNoyautfRherfi ISR WY¥S Ay | ff F2dzNJ LINBIYylFyOASaodQ
Wowsz dza (GKNBSE Ay (KS SYRI0 sIKy (K S NBLIBSKI 2 BDNBA P42t 6 5 QN
notpeopled | SI NAy3 az2YSGKAy3a tA1S GKIG FNBY Y& Y20KSNE S¢
0KS ¢g2NI R gl ayQi yAaAOS Fid Iff ¢
[llenia, age 16]

Another girl,Francaalso tellsus about her depressed mother and schizophrenic father. She also saw her
father beat her mother. She was also beaten, but by her jealous brother with psychiatric problems. In her
case, in addition to the emotional and physical deprivation, she had tovdeat h her br ot her’
attempted abuse by her father.

All these girls manage to find words to justify their mothers and fathers. Their stories of violence are very
long. The affection of a mother and father were withheld from these girls and they feel confused. Even in
the everyday life of the community, orean perceivehis lack of affection, whicthey fill with affectionate
behaviourthemselves demanding hugfom the educators or outside the communitiesby attaching on to

older role models, from whom they manage to obtain affection and respect.
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In summary, we have seen situations in which, typically, violence has gedenaore violence. A father
abuses his children, and in turn, the children abuse their children. So, the father, the uncle, and the
grandfather are all complicit in abusing the "womdrtloe family,” and wives arsilent accomplishei this
malecomplacencyln such a closed system, the inner family dynamics represent the larger social context in
which some of the practices are considémormal. The older sister of Erica denied thigeleeration, but
was not met with approval. Erica does not say anything about her story, instead she tells us about a family
to which she turns to for support and advice. But in the end, when we ask her:
€52 @2dz gl yd G2 G§Stft YSyod@nsiddar kpoytant, ih @lationito tRiLpdadt 6nf F G K|
violence?

Q2KIG L GStf S@GSNB2yS Aa (2 y2G G118 FodzasS a2YS |yez2y
dzy Ot S& (2 dzOK @& 2 dzX

52y Qi tSG @2dz2NESt T 0SS dzadnethinghappensii St a2YS2yS NRIKG | ¢
LT a2YSOKAYy3I aSNAR2dza KI LIWISyas GKSy 32 aleé az2YSGKAy3a N
90SY AF @2dz2OQNB | FNF ARSI GKSNBQa | 20 2F LIS2LX S GKIF G
GKSNBE o0FR KAy3a KILLISYydQé

[Erica, age 16]

During our discussions, all | could do was admire the courage that many of the girls displayed in personally
reporting their situations. We are talking about very young girls who tried to put an end to violence. In
some cases, criminal e@s were opened, tried and resulted in fairly heavy sentences. During the
proceedings their behaviowas questionedthe defence lawyers certainly did not depict them as victims,

but not one of them backed down.

One of the major regretshat the girls, who had been liberated from prostitutionr from an abusive
boyfriend of father, had was that they did not react soonEhey believe they were more influenced by
economic and organizational factors; they newgrestioned the fact that thy were deceived, although

they sometimes felt guilty about having been naive.

This differs from the cases in which the abuse happened inside a family, when the social services were
already following one of the parents. The removal from the home gendrafpened when the girls were

very young, and for a long time they experienced ambivalence in their love for the violent parent and
hatred for the social services that “saved” them
The clients or adults that fell in love with the gigho many times accompanied the girls in their requests

for help, or the authority figures in schools who become close to the girls, who have displayed in all cases
to be extremely receptive and active, have both played a very important role in helpingirthkeescape

from their situations of violence.

There is significant evidence that children and adolescents who experience abuse later develop
psychological (anxiety, eating disorders, etc.) and physical (in the worst cases, fatal injuries) mental health
crises.

Serena, for example, complained for a long time about backaches and many other pains. Cinzia had a
fungus growing on her entire body. Paola could no
While there seems to be no doubt, thereéy that the onset of many of these disorders is the result of
psychological abuse, neglect, or of physical and sexual violence, little is known and said about the social
consequences, like the deprivation of personal power and the -degiruction of sodl ties, that this
violence produce$®

On the one hand, the experience of violence has a direct, immediate impact on the béé#in girls. On

the other, the consequencagenerate an even morgaumatic experienceia thebig, practical changes in

8 Herman Lewis, 2005.
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their lives (changing hoss, schools, friends, etc.), whiclurther compromise an unencumbered
participation in all those expea¥ihces that bring about autonomy andhe cr eati on of one’
a healthy psychghysicalequilibrium. In this regard, we can look at the vast amount of literature that
demonstrates the negative impact that damaging socialization experiences as small children have on the
health of adults, often through chain reaction and cumulative progression mechanghis) connect
negative experiences in the family, school and peer groups with difficulties in the workplace, and with
struggles of autonomy as adufls
In passing through thesstages the girls lose their orientation every timevhichunderminestheir serse of
confidence, not onlyn others, but also in thenselves.
It is, therefore, clearthat the communities that welcome and host these girls have a determinant role: in
the communities, the girls have to give themselves that second chanative allthe e ‘' f or mat i ve’
experiences thawill help them to become autonomous, and, as much as possible, psychologically stable.
The girl s’ great emotional <compass, however, cont
much they still havéhe need and desire to rebuild relationships with their parents.
At first, right after the reporting of the case or the placement in the community, they are angry and they
refuse any kind of contact with their parents. Then, little by little, they seekreconciliation: they are
willing to forgive but they want their father or sister or whomever to admit their guilt and to apologize for
what happened.
Cinzia explained it well when she said:

GLQY FYyaANEB gAGK Y& FlIGKSNmI o6dzi L R2y Qi KFdS KAYZ L OF

| wrote him a letter to tell him that | still love him.

L ¢yl KAY (2 dzyRSNEGlIYR K& L NBLR2NISR KAYT L RAR Al
LiQa yS@OSNI (22 t+rGS G2 OKFIy3aSs AT @&2dz ¢yl (42 OKIy3Sd
VY 126 gAft @2dz 1y26 AT @2d2NJ FI GKSNR&a OKFy3ISR 2NJ y2iK
A: When | meet up with himwill] y 26 NAIKG FgFeéd CANRG 2F FffX FNRBY (K
says helloto me. Ifhe asks mehoaz 6 KIF G LQY R2Ay3I SGO0OPX @NI AT KS GSf¢
¢tKSYy (KSNBQa I f2R¥T1ariQayCeSaSFHFasSy sdedi®® 2SI NE o0SOI dza
changed, she has no guarantee.

[Cinzia, age 16]

15 young life stories in summary

-Mara, age 16, lived in a small town in Eastern Europe with two younger sisters and herHatharother

passed away four years ago in a car accident. Mara fell in love with an ordinary boy from her town, who, 15
days after they met, asked her to move to Italy with him. It took little to convince her. Her father tried to
stop her, but without succes. She was very determined, and very attradiedhe possibility of having a

job, money, andife as a couple.

Her delusion endeds soon as she arrived in Itddgcause she beene thepr i vat e possessi
boyfriend. She lived trapped in their aggment, watched over at all timesyas belittled, threatened,

beaten and forced to have sex.

She waited for the first possible moment of distraction and escaped. She did not understand any Italian, or
know where she was, but she very luckily managedind rescue thanks to a women she met in a
super market and a priest

Mara reported her case; she rebelled against her jailer. During the proceedings, her family received several
threats, but she was firmly convinced that herl@yfriend must pay.

Attheend of June, Mara went home to her father

“

s ho

¥ TheMarmot Reviw, 2010.
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aL sl ydiSR (2 32 K2YS 0SF2NBs G G(KS SyR 2F aléx odzi L
me that it was better that | stayed, that | finish everything, especially because a for@gdrerachool diploma

YAIKG KSELI YSo {2 L &lAR &8az 21l&X

Mainly6 SOl dzaS o0ST2NB L ySOSNI NBlFffte fAaidSySR G2 Yeé 7Tl (F
@SIKZI 211@Q YR (G(KSy L ,IRhWWht athkehstdbedtBnbld shoulth A i SR> (2loe ®2 6
better.

Yes, before thought that whatever lwanted was best, but nowafter having foundmyself in the middle of so

many problems, lee that he was right. | underand G K| i KSQa | f gl e&a NRIKG 0SOI dz&
things. Anywagt = LJ NBy da INB Ffgle&ad NAIKGIZT LQY &dzNB dé

- Laura, age 18, African. She will not say how she arrived in Italy; she preferadto highlight how
fortunate she is because in Italy she did not have to be a prostitute. Her survival, however, was linked to a
young, fellowcountryman illegally living in Italy who supported himself by an undefined commercial
traffic. She was atayswith him, dependent on himtravellingaround Italy. But whemer daughter_ia was
born, she found herself alone.
¢ v Y2 K lydur daughtdr be when she grows up?
'Y LG RSLISYyRaod L ¢2dzZ R 1S KSNI G2 06S02YS Iy INIAAGT
either of these things.
| want her become famous, because of what happened between her father andil. Thd @ KSQf f 4SS K
QLT L KIFIR 2yfeé (y2sys L g2dzZ RYyQi KIFI @S R2yS 6KIG L RA
. Sazx L GKAY1l Ftozdzi 3ISGaGdAy3a o6101 Fd KAYDE

- »

Her daughter is a lively two yeatd toddler, born with amedical conditionthat requires constant
monitoring If well attended © and kept away from harsh climatic conditions, the child should run no risk
and can have a normal life. For Laura, accepting the diagnosis of her child leeenaasy. In her culture,

it holds a lot of stigmand is kept a secret.

Laura has never beesm abusive mother, but it is difficult for her to understand the real needs of a small
child. She shows great impatience towards the limitations of her situation.

- Paola, age 17. She came from Eastern Europe looking for a better quality of life and opportunities, which
her sister, who had been living in Italy already for years, had showrirher.was a merdelusion, which
vanishedquicklyon the sidewalks of the me country, client after client, day and night.
¢l 0 GKS GAYSI YI yeéndadR orim® Sovudghts om dgiRl Q&G KUINR (2 YI 1S 2 dz
OANIIK® L 2dzad G2fR GKSY L ¢la my FyR (GKS&@ RARYyQiU at e
Some just asked for my documeriigf others grinnedand winked at mg
{SSAy3 G(GKS LRtAOS aOINBR YSo® LyadSIR 2F GF1Ay3 YS Ay:
K2 LIS dé

Her sister and hes i s boyfriehds with whom she lived, threatened her, beat her and made her fark

them. She never had any money; they tab&ll assoon as she earned it

It was a client, with whom she fell in love, who finally accompanied her to the police station. He brought
her to the same police officers that had winked at her. They were adhdlaey had had no idea of her real
situation.

Paola reported her sister and her boyfriend. At first, her mother reacted very aggressively towards her
because she had sent her sister to prison. After the social services stepped in, the situation cleaist up

It seems incredible, in any case, that her mother had not seen what was going on. She had even stayed for
a brief period in the house of her daughters; Paola said it was the only time they did not send her to work.

- Serena, age 18. She remembhbes incredible journey across the deseitL. & f | aG SR &dz0OK | 2
odzi L R2y Qi $heavanted fodgo bazky Bubi¢ was not possible and so she continuéal the
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hope of finding better things in Italy. When she arrived, ironicafiyD@cember 25th, the streets became
her place of work as well. At that pojrghe had to work to pagff her debts: 30 thousand Eufor the trip,
and then more for the rent of where she slept,
probably for Serena, the cost of food was the least of her worries:

Ghy CF0S6221Z L KIF@S | LA OG dzZNBnudhylder, that | viaNgrefyaRso (2 f R Y S

skinny.

| told her | was studying.

{KS a1SR YS WwW2KSy @e2dz ailidzRex @&2dz 3Si

CSEKZEZ LQY 2y | RASG® ¢KIGQa ¢KFG L G2fR

{KS G(28IRdzy ST bt HQ

| wanted to tell her everything. Butshe wolRy Qi KI @S dzy RSNRAG22R®

LT KSe KI@SyQi 0SSy KSNBzZ (KS& R2yQli (y2¢ YR GKS@

KAy tA1S8S (Kl
SOSNE2YS o+ O

Serena was very precise wikeeping her accountsShe had a notebook in which she wrote her engms,
earnings, and her remainirgdebt daily. After two years of prostitution, when she had calculated that she
had already given back 25 thousand Eushe went to hetmamana nd s ai d, “Enough.’
paying off her debt.

Now no voodoo rite could hurt her.

She never reported dr exploiters to the police, but she allowed a client to help her, who protected and
hosted her for a short time. Serena was a minor, but no one knew this because they had always made her
say she was an adult. Only when she applied for a residence peicnghé discover that according to
Italian law, as a minor, she was automatically eligible for protection and assistance; she had always thought
the opposite.

- Elisa, age 17, was removed from an orphanage in Afiieae she grew up, and in which she is suspected
to have been sexually abused. She came to Italy in a humanitarian mission. Adr&lolyage, suffering
from leukamia and hepatitis, she was dying. laly, she recovered and beat the canc&ut the trauma
cawsed by her uprooting was so strong that it made her forget her native language entirely. Her Italian
accent even has a slight Piedmont inflection.
dae ()AN\Eﬁ KSVNJ C)J- f fVSR )fé I y,ﬁe ﬁ?f RA YSA KSQa RAZAyEIA ésASf f o
grandmothNJ/l-;{R S OF yQiu ’8dvzé[] f,SI-QS K'S NJ I-fAQYS UKSI}I\BCD L
AN} YRYZ2UKSNE a2 L 2dzad OFyQiX .& y26 aKSQ&a pn &SI NE

There were two possible placements: one with a mediatonfher country, and another witthe person

who brought her to Italy from the orphanage. Two theoretical opportunities to have a family, but she
continuesto live inacommunity.

The stories that Elisa tell s of sohwhobraughthertto Italy) o f
and of her future possibilities are fantasies, they have no pragmatism. She is passionate about cooking and
is studying sdhat she can open her own restaurant because her adopted mother told her that when she
turns 18 she Wi help her to open a restaurant in her home country. We asked her, therefore, if she is
willing to leave Italy and she saildat she has no intention of doing so, she will just go to Africa in the
summer.

- Cinzia, age 16, was living with her maternamgiparents, while her mother was away from the home for
work and her father had immigrated to Italy. Her maternal grandparents, at one point, had left her with her
paternal grandparents, then her mother came back, but only to say that she was movingron8paher
new boyfriend and Cinzia's I|little brother. Cinzia
di d, but her arrival was hnhot as welcoming as she
told herd @ 2 dzQ NBY SRE8itl Her fathr abused her as well. In addition to the beatings, and having to
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move around the house like a shadowthat she would not bother anyone, she was forced to consume a
diet consisting only of carbohydrates and fats so that she would be less attractive to her classmates. When
the father and his girlfriend started planning to abandon her so that they could move &irsia feared
beingabandoned yet again and asked for help at school.
GL 6+& K2LAY3I GKIG Y& FIFEGKSNI g2dA R dzy RSNEGEFYR GKFG 6
and | panicked and cried that made him even angrier. | knew | should have cdlénédSt ¥ R2 gy > o0dzi L
Hitting is for babies. lad we should talk about it, and@ FIF 6 KSNJ g1 a (GKS FANBRG G2 al
lfole&a SYRSR o0l Roé¢

-Anna, age 15. She would have rather stayed in Africa with her mother and sisteerlfattrer, already in
Italy for more than twenty years, sure that his wife was cheating on him, took his two daughters, ages 6
and 9, and broughthem with him. Anna, however, hattouble with school and for her father was
unacceptable. Hegyraduated from miversity in Italy while working. Punishment, therefore, was a daily
affair. Beatings, belt whipping, and withholding food. When the social services intervened the two little
girls were decidedly malnourished.

6. 2dz Oy GNHzAG | 12SNE 2R AT di K SB2NIR 200 2G-Sy dlieNdea § G KSY

f2y3d b2z y23I y23 y2i ySOSaalNAteH Ly 3ISySNrtx &2dz OF

Anna’s physical devel op méatofher @gnitive adrelatiomal reatudatydanca n ¢ e d
this has created many problems for her. She is afraid of men on the street, and to stand at the bus stop.
She has received complimergad catcallghat scared her.

- Denise, age 18. She arrived in Italy when she was ten p&husith her twin sister and her older brother
who is mentally challenged. Her mother and grandmother, who had already been living in Italy several
years, completed their project of reunification by first sending for the three children and then later their
father. The reunited couple had a fourth child,
arrived, however, the beatings, constant scolding, and shame began. Her twin was hospitalized for anorexia
and then went to live in a community. At thpeint, social services knew of the family, but no one imagined
the situation Denise was in, and another two years passed before she asked her sister in the community for
help.
Gaé LI NByidia adzFFSNBR 42 YdzOK 0SSOI dz®SyYie (X652 b HTMRFIQE X
anymore, fo,r two months.hen my father (who is closer to me) started communicating with us again, but not
Yé YZ2UKSNIWE

- Carla, age 18. She has been living in a community since she was 7 years old. Her mother is attended to by
psychiatric services and her father has never been present in her life. She has an older sister in a psychiatric
community and a younger sister who was adopted abroad. At @atla went to live with an aunt, but that
ended poorly. Carla says thetis experience conditioned her next twimster careexperiences. When she
was stillliving with her mother, a neighboumight have abused he Carla does not talk about iit is
something that emerged later and thahe justsomewhat refers to.
Whenyou knowi KS LISNAZ2Y G(EIF 020 @GadRPIA @&z I LISNER2Y @&2dz ( N
people you know would do those things to you.

- Nadia, age 15. She has been in the communityr j ust a few mont hs, upon h
Nadid s father had never |lived with her and has pr
North African. After this second marriage, four children wboen to whom Nadia is very attached. The

entire family practices Islam. Nadia has witnessed hetherobeing abused and she has had to take care of

her siblings and deal with the indifference of her acquired father. Two events deteriorated the situation in
Nadia's family: Nadia ran way from home terbfiti nd h
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he was unable to take care of the situati on; and
on bringing her to her new husband’s home country
have strengthened the family. Nadia, ttre meantime, fell in love with a boy from Eastern Europe, which
was completely unacceptable to her mother and she agkedsocial servicefor help. Ina certain sense,
Nadia’s mother was worried that she would make t
pregnant at 16 yearsld and be stuckvith a violent partner. Sheied to avoid the worst by giving her strict
rules and limitations that madeadia suffer even more.
Nadia told us that she was sure about not wanting
her stories how in love and submissive she is with her boyfriend.

aL glyd G2 3ASG YIENNASR FYyR KI@S n OKAfRNBYy:>Z Fid tSIaid

| want to be a good mother, not a friend, but a good mother.

LQY |f&a2 GKAYlAy3a Fo2dzi Y2@Ay3a G2 1fo0lFyAlr Ay (GKS ¥Fdzid

My boyfriend came back saying that Albania is great, that his mother already has everythinghreeatfor

him to come back. Hisunclé i NBadl dzNI ydod | A& FFEAGKSNI Aa + O2yaidNd
¢tKSYy GKSNXQa G(KS 3FNRSyo®
CKSNBQa Y2ySes | K2dzaSZ IyR 62N] @ L g2dAZ R 62N] Ay GKS

-Nicole, age 16. Born in Italy to an African mother and an aldaéimer. Nicole is very attached to her older
brother, born from the mot heagé Thdaherganedcustodyddiea | r e a
stepbrother. The police removed Nicole from her home after hethrar hadbeatenher. The mother was
alreadybeing followed by social services and it seemed like she just could not manage to control her anger
nor change her lifestyle (in the past she was a prostitute and they suspect sietstithy).
Ni col e’ s s tnussiygpigtes.sThenedutators angaying particular attention to the risk of
prostitution Nicole might face. She also has a boyfriend who seems to be violent at times, but she denies
this.
G1 SNB (KSe ale KLy RSL Alay 20 26 KRAGG FHENBIS w3 ISyaxz 0SSOl dza §
in sitgations where | have to be, if not, fprget it. A i i 5 , A
¢tKSe al e UK[ u é?YSU)\YS? HKS 32Sa | NRdzyR AyadzZt G6Ay3 LIS2I
him first. They hate himlegl dza S 2+ UGUKS O2f 2dzNJ 2F KA a ajlAyoé

- Barbara, age 16. She was living with her older sister and her father. Her mother passed away, but no one
knew, not even her classmates at school. Her father is a dedicated gambler. With hibeb&ist all of
their possessions, including their house, and he started abusing the older sister to try and get money from
her, and the young sister so that she would pressure her older sister. The climate in the family was very
tense, so much so that the older sister went teetsocial services for help. In the meantime, however, the
father was arrested for having threatened a colleaguenvork Barbara was placed in the community a
month and a half ago and has built up a defeasixall of silence around her
¢b23 L QYtosapanythihgdabglEmyself.
If you hav,e to see situatio,ns, not ot physical viplence, but perbIe[natic situ’ations, it upsets you a Iittlle. 3 )
LQY GNEBAYy3 G2 3ISG 2dz2t 2F KSNB® LGQa y20 GKFdG &4 R2yQl
RAFTFSNByYd s61é& FYyR LQY y2i SEIFLOGte GKS GeéLlsS 2F LISNE2Y

-1l eni a, age 16. Il 1l enia’'s mot her, the victim of vV
who cannot handle her continws psychological mood swings and so beats his wife. llenia and her siblings,
therefore, witnessed the violence between their parengsd at the same timewere also victims of
physical violence doled out by their mother, who beat them for any little reason. Both llenia and her father
tried to ask the social services foe help, but what they got was even more painful for llenia.

GL R2y Qi KI @8 My sibfingsraketg@ing bog/sép¥rated in two other families. | see a completely

destroyed family.
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a® 3ANIYRTFFIGKSNI R2SayQid St Fy@Y2NBT Yeé dzy Ot S KlFa o06SS:
in communities.

LGiQa | OKI heerdBst OG A2y GKI

L tftgleéa arez FNBY GKS LINRAazy GKFG gl a 2dz2N) K2dzaSsz 6S¢
but in a conceptual way: we came from having certain restrictions, abuses and violence at home, to now having
awhole newsetofdzf Sa G(KFGQ FNByQld YIRS (2 KSfL) dzas odzi | NB Y
g82dz ¥FSSt 2711 @& N y2idx AlG R2SayQid GNB (2 YSSG @&2dz KIf ¥

z A

2
L R2y Qi aleé GKS&asS (KAy3a G2 FfFNYZ odzi G2 0SS NBFtA&GA

llenia currently has a relationship with a muclded man and, therefore, has to fight much opposition.
There are no mechanisms that can prohibit her from continuing this relationship, but the judge and the
social services have tried to examine thégoport to understand is true nature. fiis makes llenigven

more furious. She feels judged, and she wants to fee understood.

- Franca, age 16. The first time she was placed in a community she was 7 years old. Her father is
schizophrenic and her mother is severely depressed. Franca was born prematuredytwith) but only she
survived after spending months in the hospital. As soon as she arrived home, she was the object of violence
of her brother 4 years older than her. He teased her, stole her food, and physically abused her. Her
mother, subject to the wlent rage of her husband, was unable to fight the violence of her son to whom
she was deeply attached. Franca told us about how her father also tried to abuse her.
She tells us that, for her, being in the community is more normal than having a mothéataed Her plan
is to go far away from ltaly, because everything here reminds her of her past. She attached great
importance in letting us know that she was a strong girl and that she did not want to be dragged down by
her past.
GL adAftt aBSINBSHR2 IKEN m®Qa KINR F2NJ YS G2 OFff KSNIY
names. Sometimes | force myself to call her mom, because | know that she would feel bad. For a mother to be
called their first name by her child, because callinghgry Aa (22 KFNRXZ L GKAYy]l AdQa |
ae@ Y2Y Aa | @GSNEB FNIIAES LISNER2YY akKSQa It NBFRe t2aid
aS@PSy @S| NE aidN) A IWshxwas $ffging and soll tielundedstant Ber. L 1 y' S
One time | called her Martina and she really felt bad. From then on | thought: better to stay on her good side,
0SGGUSNI G2 GKAY]l Y2NB | o62dzi KSNI GKIFy YSo . SOldAaSsE Ay |
9SSy AT L R2y Qi (y2awaksSournioml G ¢Stfx @2dz2NJ Y2Y Aa
Q: Are you less fragile than she is?
'Y ,Sad L R2y Qi 3Si RIiwashardaddr ShSard halffnonth¢aBdNiien 1 viasi liitle 1S KAY =
F2dAKG (2 tA0STI a2 y2¢ 6Ke aKz2dzZ RaRyy S&R o2 I8z (iR ORNE

[ eN

- Erica, age 16. She lived with her parents and 4 siblings in an apartment near her grandfather and aunts
and uncles. It was an extended family circle witlveese relationship dynamics, n t i | Erica’s o
reported theabuses she was suffering from her father and grandfather. The eavesdropping carried out by
the police revead a tremendous situationand confirmed the abusessoErica was suffering, vith she
has never discussed. Neither during the legal proceedimgsin the communitydiscussiondias she ever
verified or denied the claims made by her sister or the findings of the investigation. Behind this silence,
Erica is not hiding in an alternate or imaginary world; she seems to be very practical, lucid, pmdent
determined. Even her psychologists do not seem worried about her silence, rather they can imagine the
pain that Erica must have suffered and continues to suffer in absolute silence.
Gaed 2f RSNJ AAAGSNI A& Hp @SINE 2fRO®
She was always the favouri,te in dwuse, just like my brothgr because he was the only boy, and so when my
TLIOKSNI gl ayQu K2YS KS gl a UKS 023449
.dzi aKS gra GKS 2ftRSaidz Fftglreéa Ay TFANRG LI FOSd® 9 @SNE
not.
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From experiences to representations of violence

All the girlsopenly declare themselves to be against violence. Even when discussing whether it is okay or
not to give a small child a spanking on the bottom, they are very critical. They maintain that dialogue,
explanations, and confrontation are very important. THape that their futures will include discussions
free of insults in which hands and voices are not raised.
Certainly, the representations they have of violence are very complex because their stories are equally
complex.
When we ask&dthem what violence mans to them, they highligled the psychological aspects of coercion
and put even more emphasis on being treated badly.
¢X,2dz Oy are Ai6Qa LKeaAlOrftx YSIyAy3d domdthingt@atgustS2y S  LJd:
affects your feelings,witB dza it 62 NRa | LISNE2y OFy 06S @A2tSyiliod A2t Sy
E+A2f SyO0S KdzaNIiaz AdQa lyedKAYy3d GKIFIG Kdz2NIaod Lyadz GAay3
1y26 Fo2dzi 20KSNJ LIS2LJ S LyadzZ Ga NBFffe& KdzNI d¢
€2 KSy @&2dz 32 (KNRSIxHWKI OSoNdza S\R/z (iKKilyiHaka s KA G 2NJ 6SAy3
G2 R2® 9@Sy ¢g2NRa Oly KdzNI® LG KdzNIHa G2 0SS KAGE G2
¢2KSy a2vYS2yS ¥S8SSta AyRAIYIyYy(GI 2LILINBaESRDE
¢ X! LISNAR2Y (GKFG A& OA2fF 0SSR o0& F2NDSdE

(@]}

Several cultural aspects weigh in many of the descriptions. For the Nigerian girls in particular, physical
violence is not consider as grave as insults. In fact, they add that when someone is really angry, it is better
to slap the other person than to useords, because words are not forgotten.

In light of this research, it does not seem to make much sense to give considerable impatance
distinguishinghe various types ofivlence, because the overlap too strongandbecause the significance
attributed to different types changes from culture to culture addpends onthe different situationsin

each relationship.

Violence, therefore, emerges as a complex and nuuttblematic phenomenon, to be looked at with
multidisciplinary and comprehensive attention. It seems that violence tends to become more chronic,
rather than spontaneously resolve itself. Any action takberefore, must be appropriate and timely. Any
delay exposes a minor to the danger of suffering further violence.

One element to takenote of is the relationship between emotional relationships and violencethe
instances of violence and minors, the most problematic fissihe vicious cycle of violenda and of itself,
together with the fact of having suffered this violence at the hands of the people who were important
figures in their livesThis isvery destabilizing, even more so if thei n cexpérience idimited solely to

violent situationspr if the victim tends to be isolated.

Perceptions and experiences of the professionals: gender stereotypes

Taking a closer look at the professional sitoatiwe observe throughthis research, wedind a typical
example of unequal gender distribution. In Italy, the majority of social workers and educators are female,
and the socieeducational communities are primarily filled with female educators. The stepeety s r oot
cause starts in the universities and in the professional choices of the male and female students.

That said, however, the presence on the staff of both genders is an enriching experience for the children of
the community andor the operators hemselves. On the other handie must admit that, in general, all
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elements thatcarry certain specific cultural assets (naulticulturalism) are enriching and considering only

the diversity of gender would be a weakness

If we enter into the merits of he stories of violence that girls have lived, however, the gender issue takes
on a different perspective. The experiences from which the girls come from are characterized by gender,
particularly when the violence occurred within the family: a violent ousae father, a depressed and
nagging mother.. These girls have been denied i mp
have been given negative impressions of certain roles. For example the metherwoman - she isa
depressed person; the father the man — hits with force, etc. The risk ithat they make false
generalizations, that women are depressed and that men are abusive.

The choice of the operators involved the research to composmixed groups, signifies &t they actively

chose to provide the girls with the chance to see alternate behaviours to those they had previously
witnessed. This choice is consistent with the role that the educators are asked to play in the communities
for adolescents, as wagvealedduring the focus groujin which male and female educators of different
Piedmont communities participated.

According to these operators, the educator muspresent the idea of stabilityhe or she must bea
constant in the lives of thee girls who arrivescared and confused. They are teenagers and they need an
adult authority figure, like their parents should have been. The educators are not substitutes for the
parents, but are surrogates of the educational, emotional and support functions that the gaaeatnot
offering. They are very close to the gitlsey offertheir affection and sometimesvhenneeded, they are

more severe and offer guidance.

In our opinion, however, one must avoid falling into the trap of thinking that a female educator cém be t
bearer solely of feminine valuesd that a male educator solely masculine values. It would be like saying
that a single woman cannot raise a child because there is no father figure. This, in fact, makes the job of the
educators in communitiesevenmoe c hal |l engi ng. They have to be mi
visible in their behaviour, but also of the general way in which the issue of gender roles is discussed and
proposed in a filtered way in all the behavioural, conceptual, and relat&sgects of the community

Hence, everyday the educators build persdred, not standardized, relationships with giiils,response

also to their requestOften the girlsend up establishing a relationship of trust with a certain educatod

this hapens irrespective of gender.

One problem that has emerged, however, concerns the degree ehselfeness the educators have. Being

a man, as was someone’s abusive father, can be di
to the cause othe violence, and therefore also to the problem that placed the girls in the community.
Managing these types of mechanisms is part of the

Perceptions of the professionals concerning violence

On the issue of violence, the attentiarfi the educators is focused on the role that the community can play

in helping the girls to better cope with the impact. Hosting minors with experiences of vioesoeyealed

in the focus grouprequires a lot of professionalism because the storieshefdirls profoundly impact all
those whointeractwith them.

In the communities, the girls share a lot of their life stories, and they are allowed to do so in the manner
and timeframe that they consider best. According to the educators, a good educatdo Has a good
listener, but they must not substitute other professions, like that of the psychologists, who have different
relationships with the girls.

The essence of the experience in a community is that it offers the girls a place of protection arld grow
that promotes autonomy-d¢ Ay GKS O2YYdzyAideé ¢S 42 NJIti®ntcessdySto LINS &
avoid excessively contaminating this place with what happened in the past. The community, nevertheless,
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offers each girl the chance to explore otheeas, to work with other professional figures on her past, her
story and her trauma. In fact, there are various professionals that collaborate on the program of each girl.
Forthe girls who have feelings of ambiguity and mistrust that arise fromvibkence experienced, knowing

that these interprofessional connections are structured around each of their programs is important. It is
important to discuss the meaning of the programith them, to set reachable goals, and eventually to
possibly redesigimdicators along the way.

Everything that happens upon their placement in the community must be emphatically characterized by
transparency and clarity.

This program of protection and empowerment, nevertheless, does not exclude the necessity to arrive,
when possible and appropriate, to the formal reporting of who carried out the violence. So the community
also takes care of accompanying the girls in the path that brings them to the decision to report.

The role of protection that the community plays is notput them in a protective bubble, but rather to
help make them aware and to encourage them to make clear choices, even when this means reporting.
Clearly there is respect for the individual and her mental and physical equilibrium, but the best exercise in
seltdetermination is that of pursuing a coherent path towards the condemnation of violence.

The professionalsd O E O O Atek prihcipld Tndeds, skills and difficulties

As the focus grouphowed, the educators are required to work simultaneously on a variety of fronts: with
the girls, with the staff of the community and with various external stakeholders. The more able they are at
building a network of entities that cooperate with them gtibetter theopportunitiesare that they are able

to offer to the girls.

The main instrumentshat they dispose of are precisely the various intersections of this netwarkeS
relationshis are more formalized anihstitutional (social services, neuropsyatry, etc.),and dhers are
based ommore informal rapport§companies fointernships, parishes, etc.).

Sometimes, the cooperation is less than optimal and the function of various subjects in the network is
tarnished by anachronistic professionattiness which, for examplehasresulted in some psychologists
refusing to discloséhe content oftheir sessions with the girls to the educators, hidirghind the shield of
patient-physician privilege.

Equally outdated is theprevalence ohierarchical redtionshis between the various professionals working

on the same prgramfor the girls who have been raped@iraditionally, the neuropsychologist sits at the top

of the pyramid, followed by the social services, and the educators sit at the bottom. This demands extra
effort from the educators in mediating with the other professionals.

In addition, the clarity ath firmness of the strategy that the community intends to take with the ggls
even more important. For example, if a community has adopted ithigisallow thegirlsthe freedomto go

in andout as they pleasghe community might have to continualhgfuse tohost a girl who for reasons
defined by the courtcannotgo out. Her presence, in fact, would make it difficult toamage the common
rules. Preservinghe founding principles of the educational gg@am that the community proposes
however,in the current situation in which we see a drastieductionin the funding ofthe welfare system,
means runninga risk a community hat does not have enough usersutd beclosed and merged with
another.

The complexity of this professional role means requirersesitimportant investments in training, which
should include listening, counselling, mediation, problem management, and intercultural communication
techniques, in addition to preparation focused on the theme of violence. There are few continuing
educationopportunities for the educators, both because of their cost and the required time commitment.
These skills are important because the educators must work with groups of girls and with families, and they
must be able to manage group dynamics and to network.
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In additional to the theoretical training, it is important that all of the professionals have the chance to

experience and to put into practice what they have learned, through guided and monitored positions in the
workplace.
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The messages for other girls

FARE vRLERE 1 Twor dem’
€ SoPRAMUTO NoN TART
INGANARE Mer’ .

Whatever bad
youodre

thing
doi ng,

happen
and push

1

D o nbé afrad

to assert
others deceive you

your

righ

Let people help you. You d
people sayé and decide for
right. Byelll

would say to be caref

ul
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i sempie  Conling
d quello C'P JUoL
30 1 YOO veramente

Instead of trustingsomeone immediately.. try getting to knoy
them betteré

Stay convinced about what you want. If you really want it, y
will have it. WANTING IS POWERJ

HERSVA A PAk

CON LA AERISNA WV el
NOw vai WN
smﬂk‘e N RAE S

J)‘.“"b; AWTO A yvAa AaRSOV,
PIOR A

thash P E cam T1 possa

€ steext VA |

Is very important to think before acting because this life livi

in Europe is not so ea®yefore living you really need to ask a
know what you going to do out there.

Please think before acting. God know the best.

1) Try to talk with the pe
just candt é
2) Ask someone you trust for help who can help yousiag by
your side!
Good luck!
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Life is difficult, you need to deal with it, in good times and b
Dondt ruin your plans

Take care of yourself and not otheZenfideyour thoughts to
animals because they listen and they make you feel Better

| would suggest talking to a person older than you are, wh
knows that she can help you fix everything. | would do
anything to make a girl ta
Or tell your teachers and the teachers will go to the police 3
so, finally you can get out of your situatiofhanks

Even i f itds difficult, f
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Your life is yours, take it by the hand. You need to think ab REACT and ask for

the consequences of what ds

make choices fgrou, wede talking about you. Turn the world

upside down if you need to. But find the right path to save

your sel f. Some wh that @n help you, bud
first you have to help yourself.

: oﬂCo()sia\-;c it non
n'arv| zc.ofa&\a'e Qa

I recommend that you not get discouraged about anything,
that bad things happen, bu
itds the only sure thing i
get caught up in stupid groups that are hard to escape fro

GLF GKS fAFS 6S INB fAQAYy3a R2Sa y244 fS4G dza 0O2YS
dzi AF @2dz GKAY] 0SF2NB R2Ay3A: L GKAYy] AG O2dzZ R
tF 0ASyOSs (KSeé areésxs Aa NBlIffe 3IF22R (2 KLOSP 2 K2
But what if you are not able to see your dreams and your future? It just looks like you are no more in life,
you will fell so bad and frustrated. @ D2 R KSf LJ dza ®¢ wbAISNAIY 3TANI 6
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